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military service, and, on the other, to make them acquainted 
with those circumstances in the special duties and habits of 
British soldiers, in the particular injuries to which they are 
—_ and in the various climatic influences to — they are 
subjected, which tend to impair, or altogether troy, their 
health and efficiency. The probationers have acquired the 
general principles of medicine and surgery in civil schools: in 
the Army Medical School their studies in great part are devoted 
to investigating the particular sources of production of sickness 
which spring from the nature and incidents of military service; 
with this important purpose, that, having become intimately 
acquainted with causation of disease, they may afterwards, as 
army surgeons, be better fitted to take steps for ensuring its 
prevention. And so, in to the injuries of warfare, when 
treating of these, not me i nature is considered, 
but the attention is particularly directed to the circumstances 
under which they usually occur, and the required modifications 
of treatment resulting from these peculiar conditions; for expe- 
rience has proved that the doctrines derived from civil practice 
are not always safe guides for military practice, and that with- 
out such preparatory training the army su may innocently 
oecasion much unnecessary suffering to his patients, or even 
oduse the sacrifice of lives which, with fuller information and 
experience, he might have saved, The objects of the school 
thus resolve themselves into the education of medical officers in 
the means of diminishing the mortality in the army, and re- 
ducing the numbers of incompetent and disabled soldiers which 
have to be invalided out of it. 

This being, then, the main design of the there could 
be little doubt that its proper position w be wherever the 
invalids of the army were to be chiefly collected. As the 
invalids would successively arrive, there would be ted 
forcible illustrations of the unhappy conditions which the 
scholars were intended to study, a thereafter to mitigate or 
prevent. Soldiers incompetent for service owing to causes 
which existed prior to their enlistment, and which in most 
cases might then have been ascertained ; soldiers disabled by 
the effects of diseases induced by climatic causes, the potency 
of whose influence we know may be greatly lessened by 
resources of sanitary science—and others, again, disabled by 
the effects of inappropriate medical treatment ; soldiers dis- 
abled by the consequences of injuries, which uences the 
application of the resources of more enlightened surgical know- 


I would have a off,—all bp —_ be yee | 
passing in review through the wards valid hospi’ 
demonstrati 


and would form the material for amply ng, on the 
part of the teacher, the lessons it was his province to inculcate; 
and, on the part of the probationers, would afford the best 
illustrations for indelibly fixing these lessons on their memories, 
Thus it was that the admitted great importance of the Army 
Medical School being associated with the hospital, within the 
walls of which the great bulk of the invalids of the army might 
be observed, and the histories of their cases studied, ov 
all objections, and fixed its site where it is now established. 
Other circumstances, which it would be out of place to touch 
upon now, led to the schoo] being domiciled in portions of this 
great building which were not originally designed for its recep- 
tion. What more concerns us is the suitableness and sufficiency 
of the accommodation provided, Now there can be no question 
that the apartments ap iated to the school are not only. 
commodious, but also ex tly fitted for their intended uses. 
The Government has acceded to the propositions of the Senate* 
of the school in thisregard with ready ity; and by the energy 
<n thecommandi come om hepa ill, assisted 
y active co-operation of the commandant, principal medi- 
cal officer, and all engaged in the work, a ra See ins 
is being made, and is so far advanced that the general results 
may now be observed in all the various divisions of the esta- 
blishment. The laboratory, devoted to the practical work of 
the coutse of study on hygiene, and the mi ical room, 
are ready for pse, and could not have been better contrived and 
arranged had these objects formed the original designs of the 
buildings. ‘The latter—the microscopical room—is the finest 
room in Europe devoted to a similar All the require- 
ments for the practice of surgical operations on the dead body, 
and for carrying out pathological investigations when the oppor- 
tunities present themselves, will be found in the rooms devoted 
to these studies. The auditory of the theatre where we are 
now assembled is adapted to afford sitting room for 118 persons; 
and, at the same time that it is provided with all the appurte- 


* The Senate consists of the Director-General of th 
ment, the Physician to the Council of iudia, the prineipal, 
the station where the school is placed, and the school professors. Senate 
exercises its functions subject to the control of the Sebretary of State for War, 





the | military 








mances of a lecture room, it has the 
it for the performance of all those surgi tions which 
may be required from time to time in. the tal by night as 
well as by day. A knowledge of the use of the ophthalmoscope 
has now become very important to army su for assisting 
them in solving questions connected with the visual! fitness or 
unfitmere of soldiers for the dation of marksmen, and a room is 
being sp: zially prepared for the study and tical employ- 
ment of this instrament. The hygienic military surgery 
model museums (comparatively recent creations) which have 
been formed in connexion with the school, the extensive 
library, the priceless path ical museum, and the valuable 
natural history museum of the Army Medical Department, 
have been provided with rooms worthy of the collections, and 
convenient for pu of reference and study. Some further 
improvement is to be made after the close of the session in the 
upper museums with a view to the admission of additional 
light. Neither has the comfort of the probationers during their 
term of residence at Netley been neglected. Well-furnished 
quarters have been set apart within the hospital in the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the school, while near at hand all the 
resources of a comfortable mess establishment will be open to 
them, The mess buildings, when the new mess-room and its 
appurtenances now in progress are completed, will be in all 
respects worthy of the scientific body of officers for whose con- 
“Te a rh been so amply provided, let us hope 
means, then, having so i us 
that industry, zeal, and the hearty concurrence of all concerned 
will abound, in order te ture these means te their intended 
purpose. It has not been without having difficulties to en- 
counter that the Army Medical School has arrived at even its 
present limited period of existence. When it started on its 
career in October, 1860, there were medical see corm 
who were opposed to it as an unnecessary i i re- 
garded it as an institution which was to keep men at school 
who ought to have done with schooling, who would be 
better employed in the routine work of their ion. There 
were some combatant officers who had grown up in regarding 
surgeons as officers whose only province was to cure 
the sick when sent to hospital, not to prevent sickness ; 
these looked u the school as an ing of , 
cies, and regarded the effects of its future influence with un- 
favourable distrust. were some who saw the elements of 
failure in a combination of civil and military professors. In 
some of the civil medical schools there existed a suspicion that 
the Army Medical School was going to trespass upon the pro- 
vinces of study whose exploration become an é 
and — institution in their own halls—whose 
could not be trenched on without damage to their interests, 
and injury to professional aspirants, 
These and other similar objections became gradually weak- 
Steet ws Nhe chatte tap Geeeion trie ie Go 
ieve, no longer exist in any a i pro- 
bationers have away satisfied that they had gained, in the 
few months of their stay, a variety of information calculated to 
be of much advantage to them t their fature career 
atiente ina" Medical, le ee Love valentetity havssen 
jents also, i cers, W ve ntarily de 
Soe to study in the rooms, have left school 
acknowledging that their 1 r had been rewarded by the gain 
of useful acquirements, and their reports have led to an increased 
number of applicants for attendance. The school has gradually 
become known, and its nature understood, not only at home 
but on the Continent, and several flattering reports of it have 
been published by visitors from Germany, France, and America. 


appliances to fit 


fan- 


| I believe, therefore, I am right in saying that the Army Medical 
' School is now a 
| the medical ession in both its civil and military 


lar establishment, regarded with favour by 


branches, 
and that it is looked up ~ em as an institution ioe fe 
grow in usefulness, not only in regard to its own immedi 
objects, but also indirectly by stimulating and promoting the 
development of science at large army 
be hy te been = winter ote - 
sessions of study since the i school in October, 
1860. Done Oe i 89 candidates Soae a8, 
3 surgeons, and 44 ass t-surgeons, have through 
courses of instruction, Of this number, 4 assistant-surgeons 
and 15 candidates belonged to the Queen's Indian army: these 
15 being the last medi cilcere ho entered tae inde mili- 
tary medical service under the old rules. They attended during 
the first session of the school in 1860-61. Deducting the 4 
and 15 candidates of the Indian 
to, there will be left 117 medical officers of 
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reach, they may fellow up inquiries in which their previous 

ctital experience will give them all the deeper interest. 

is is a benefit the practitioner in civil life can rarely epjoy. 
Again, one other source of usefu!ness to which this school may 
be rendered subservient is, if sufficient confidence in the ability 
of those who are connected with it be established, that it may 
become a court, as it were, to which the higher authorities may 
apply for assistance in considering the questions and fresh views 
which are constantly arising conn with the practice of our 
profession in military life, and in determining by experimental 
research various matters of scientific interest having relation to 
the subjects of its special studies. The school has already been 
usefal in carrying out some investigations of this natare. We 
may safely assert, then, that the Army Medical School gives fair 
promise of increasing in favour in a like proportion to that 
which it has already acquired, because there is @ reasonab|¢ 

of its usefulness being more and more extended. Aud 

with this wider sphere of usefulness, with a better appreciation 
of its value as its nature and objects become more generslly 
known, with the increased accommodation afforded by its new 
habitation, and consequently enlarged opportunities offered to 
medical officers of benefiting by the advautages it presents to 
them,—if these advantages are not neglected ,—and t ‘h the 
general diffusion of higher attainments in the various branches 
of knowledge which conduce to the due discharge of the fanc- 
tion of maintaining a high standard of bealth in large bodies of 
men, in all these ways will be promoted the welfare of the 
officers and @oldiers of the army, for whose benefit, as its ulti- 
mate object, the institution was established. And we may 
safely conclude that, as these results develop themselves, —and 
they t be aled if they grow as t have supposed, — 
just in proportion as they make themselves manifest, will the 
worth and importance of the position of the medical officers in 
military organization be ope by the combatant portions 
of the army. I regard the improvements which I have indi- 
cated as the surest means of our attaining the advantages of an 
improved states. I do not mean sleanty advantages arising 
from a bare definition of regulated degrees of relative rank, to 
which some seem to have attached so much importance, but 
that indefinable, yet real, status and consideration which is 
more of a nature to be felt than expressed, and which as a 
scientific corps, as 8 body composed of individuals entrusted 
with the lives and health of some of the country’s best servants, 
as men, too, necessarily exposed to special risks in the discharge 
of our professional avocations, we shall, beyond all doubt, some 
day receive, not by partial, bat aniversal assent. 

The remaining portion of the Lecture referred to local 
arrangements for conducting the studies during the ensuing 
session. } 





instruction. As the number of medical officers of all grades is 
a little under 900, it results that more than one-eighth part of 
all the medical officers of the Queen’s arm have attended the 
school in the course of the two years an four months it had 
been established up to the close of the last session; and this 
number does not include some who could only attend the lec- 

























army medical officers which I have just named took place under 
the circumstances of limited accommodation which existed in 
the peo prayer! peeve a at Netley there woah’ 
provi . means of study, in the practical rooms. 

Pearly double the number that could be accommodated at Fort 









































And here, as I have just referred, in passing, to the number 
of those who have entered the pablic service through the por- 
tals of this school, | must briefly advert to the losses which that 
comparatively small band has already sustained. Two have 
fallen victims to disease in India, Mr. Hope and Dr, Schmitz; 
these, 1 believe, comprise all the casualties B to the present 
time. Both these young officers attended oring the first 
session. The news of the death of Dr. Schmitz only reached 
as a fortnight ago. His loxs is regarded wae cca regret 
by the professors; for he distingui abilities and 
learning, and was counted upon by them as one who would 
hereafter reflect lustre both upon the school and the depart- 
ment of which be became a member. He stood first in the 
competitive examination of his year in London, and first in the 
subsequent examination at Chatham, among those who com- 

the list of candidates for the Indian medical service. 
is acquirements were unusnally deep in all the various 
branches of science appertaining to his profession, but were 
not limited to these; for, under the gui and tuition of 
his father, the eminent Rector of the High School of Edin- 
bargh, his range of knowledge bad been extended into a wide 
acquaintance with ral literature. He exerted himself con- 
b pence during the cholera epi emic which spread over part 
of northern India soon after his arrival in the coontry ; and 
while it was still actively raging, he kept up communication 
with this school reapecting certain features which he noted in 
the rise and spread of the disease. There seems to be no doubt 
that the health of Dr. Schmitz was undermined at this time, 
and that his name may fairly be added to the long roll of 
medical officers who have given up their lives to daty in our 
Indian possessions. Mr. Hope also attended the first session 
of the school, and gave every promise of being an excellent 
medical officer — painstaking, careful, sensible, and in every 
respect a thorough gentleman. He fell a victim to an attack 
of cholera, and, as in the case of Dr. Schmitz, his premature 
decease has excited in the minds of all who knew him very 
sincere regret. 

But to on from this saddening digression. 1 have 
already cal your attention to the progress the Arm Medi- 
cal School has made, and the work it has accomplished, up to 
the time of its removal from Fort Pitt to Netley. If time were 
available, I would gladly enlarge upon its future prospects. 
Time will not permit this ; but I may jast call attention to the 
special advantages which it offers to the older surgeons of the 
army, in addition to those it affords to the cadets who are only 

to enter its ranks, All who have an intimate ac- 





































































































































































EXPERIMENTS 





on THE 
RELATIVE RATE OF ABSORPTION FROM 
THE STOMACH AND RECTUM. 


By WILLIAM 8. SAVORY, Ese., F.RS., 


ASSISTANT-SUEGEON AND LECTURER ON GENERAL ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY, 
ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL, 










Tue following experiments are sel ted from a great number 
which I have made in the cour-e of the last three years. When 
the inquiry commenced I confess I was not at all prepared 
for the result. My object was to ascertain the relative rate 
and degree of absorption from the stomach and rectum ; but I 
did not anticipate the conclusion that I should meet with any 
substance which, in a state of solation fit for absorption, will 
pass into the system much more freely through the rectum than 
through the stomach.” 



























(" Toxicologie Générale,” 1855) refers to some experi- 
by Roselli and Gaetano Strombio. “A quarter of a 
in spirit was administered to dogs, in ove set of 










intricate 
rounded by incentives to study, with leisure for its parsuit, 
with all improvements in mechanical aids and appliances within 
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The first substance employed was a vegetable one—strychnia 
in solution. I selected this poison because the effects which 
it produces when it passes into the system are definite, 
obvious, rapid, and familiar ones; it is extremely active in 
minute doses ; its salts are perfectly soluble ; and it is other- 
wise conveniently managed. Moreover, it is free from objec- 
tions. It is not easy to find another substance so eminently 
advantageous for the purpose in view. 

Pure strychnia was dissolved in distilled water by the aid of 
a few drops of acetic acid, A solution was thus prepared con- 
taining three grains of strychnia to the drachm. The strength 
of this could be reduced to any degree by the addition of water. 

The poison was introduced with the utmost facility by means 

~of a long and slender syringe, which was simply a portion of 
glass tube drawn to a point at one extremity and provided 
with a piston. 

Experiment 1.—Two rabbits were fed, after o prea 
fast, upon cabbage leaves, and immediately afterw: I threw 
into the esophagus of one and into the rectum of the other 
five minims of the solution, containing a quarter of a grain of 
— They both continued eating with perfect unconcern, 

two minutes the one which had received the dose by the 
rectum fell back with food in its mouth in a fatal spasm. In 
three minutes and a half it was dead, 

The one which had received the dose into the stomach con- 
tinued apparently well and eating for thirteen minutes. It 
then had violent spasm, which was succeeded by others of 
less intensity, and in twenty minates the rabbit was dead. 

Experiment 2.—I gave two young and small rabbits each 
five minims of a solution, containing one-sixteenth of a grain 
of strychnia. In one it was thrown into the cesophagus, in the 
other into the rectum. 

The one which had received it by the rectum had a fatal 

in two minutes, The one which had received it by the 
mouth had a fatal spasm in ten minutes, 

Experiment 3.—1 gave two young and small rabbits each 
‘five minims of a solution, containing one-sixty-fourth of a grain 
of strychoia. In one it was thrown into the cesophagus, in 
the other into the rectum. They both were allowed to eat 
‘freely of cab’ leaves before and after the injection. 

The one which had received it by the rectum had a sudden 
and severe spasm in three minutes, a repetition of which proved 

“fatal in about ten or twelve minutes, The one which had 
~received it by the mouth had, while eating, a severe spasm in 
thirteen minutes, which in a few minutes more proved fatal. 

Experiment 4,—I injected into the rectum of a rabbit eight 
minims of the solution, containing two-fifths of a grain of 

fen brea In two minutes a fatal spasm suddenly occurred, 
- in another half-minute the rabbit was dead. 

I gave another rabbit by the mouth the same dose. At the 
end of ten minutes no effects were visible. Then I gave ten 
minims, containing half a grain, more, and at the end of 
another five minutes the rabbit was still unaffected. 

I injected into the cesoph: of another rabbit ten minims 

~of the solution, containing a grain of strychnia. In twenty- 
three minutes afterwards a sudden and violent spasm occurred, 
succeeded by others which in seven minutes more proved fatal. 
In the interval between the injection and the spasm the rabbit 
a to be quite well. 
iment 5.—I gave to a large guinea-pig by the mouth 
five minims of the solution, containing a quarter of a grain of 
strychnia, No visible effect was uced at the end of seven 
~minutes. I then gave ten minims, containing half a i 





of meat I gave 


within twelve minutes it had one grain of strycbnia in solution. 
Ia about fifteen minutes after the last dose it had one spasm ; 
but it soon recovered, and remained well without any other 


symptom. 
Eight days afterwards I injected into the rectum of the same 
guinea pig twelve minims of the solution, containing three- 

fths of a grain of strychnia. No ill effects ired for six 
minutes, Then I injected eight minims, containing two-fifths 
of a grain more—in all, one grain. In five minutes after the 
last dose it had a strong spasm, from which it partially re- 
covered. This was succeeded by others, and for a while the 
result seemed doubtful. At length, however, it died, 

This experiment shows, what the following ones the 
comparatively great resistance which guinea-pigs offer to the 
effects of strychnia. 

Experiment 6,—I gave to a small half-grown guinea-pig five 
minims of the solution, —— ° uarter of a grain of 
strychnia, by the mouth. The only ts were very slight 
spasms at the end of fourteen minutes, which lasted for a short 
tim 


e. 

I injected into the rectum of a guinea-pig of the same size 
ten minims of a solution, containing one-twelfth of a grain of 
strychnia, In four minutes it had decided spasms, which in a 
a4 minutes more proved “yy 

xcperiment 7.—I gave to a full-grown guinea-pig ten minims 
of the solution, containing half am a 8' «beg by the 
mouth, In ten minutes slight spasms occurred, which lasted 
for one or two houra, and for a while somewhat increased in 
intensity; but he recovered. 

The next day I gave the same guinea-pig five minims of a 
solution, containing one-sixteenth of a grain, by the rectum. 
a een no visible effect. 

he day following I gave him ten minims of a solution, con- 
pee pryedic halt oe te beerde: oem In four minutes 
he had a severe spasm, which ultimately proved fatal. 

Experiment 8.—I gave to a guinea-pig of av size five 
minims of a solution, containing one-sixteenth of a grain of 
atrychnia, by the rectum, aaa occurred in five minutes, 
which ultimately proved fa’ 

At the same time I gave to a smaller guinea-pig a rather 

dose by the mouth. No effect whatever was produced. 
iment 9.—I selected two rats, one larger than the 
other, and gave to each five minims of a solution, containing 
one-sixteenth of a grain of strychnia, To the one by the 
rectum, He hada spasm in between two and minutes, 
To the small one by the mouth, No effect was produced. 

On the next day but one | gave to the small rat, which had 
remained well, five minims of a solution, containing one- 
sixty-fourth of a grain of strychnia, by the rectum. In ei 
minutes spasms su » which soon proved fatal, 

Experiment 10.—I obtained two kittens, very similar, a few 
weeks old, and into the rectum of one of them I introduced 
five minims of the solution, containing a quarter of a grain of 
strychnia. In one minute and forty seconds it had a decided 


spasm. 
Into the stomach of the other I introduced the same quantity 
in the same way. In one minute and fifty seconds it had a de- 


cided spasm. 

The difference in the absorbing power of the stomach and 
rectum is, as would be expected, most marked when very small 
doses are employed. In this and some other experiments very 
little difference was noted because the dose was so large. 

Experiment 11.—I injected into the of a cat ten 
minims of the solution, containing half a grain of strychnia. 
"The cat, a fine one, to be very for ten minutes 
after. Then a sudden and violent spasm occurred, and in eight 
minutes more it was dead. 

I injected into the of a cat ten minims of the solu- 
tion, containing half a grain of strychnia. Within three 
minutes a severe spasm commenced, and soon destroyed life. 


anus, of a cat uader chloroform, ten minims of the solution, 
containing half a grain of strychnia, Within two minutes 


_ there was stiffness, and in less than three minutes a fatal spasm 
commenced, 


iment 12.—To a cat which had just eaten a small piece 
the mouth five minims of a solution, contain- 
one-sixteenth of a grain of ia. In twenty-five 


minutes ae had fata of a fasting cat five minims of 
inj into a fasting cat five mi a 

a grain of strychnia. 
She remained well for eighteen minutes, "Then li t stiffness 





solution, containing the thir.y-second of 
and spasms ap twenty-three minutes a 
peared, spasm 
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I gave toa cat five minims of a solution, containing the sixty- 
fourth of a grain of strychnia, by the rectum. Spasms occurred 
in eight minutes, bat she ultimately recovered. 

The next day I gave her a similar dose by the mouth. Spasms 
occurred in fourteen minutes, and she di 

Experiment 13.—To a dog of moderate size, while fasting, I 
gave by the mouth ten minims of the solution, containing half a 

in of strychnia. In from twenty to thirty minutes spasms 
ensued gradually, being for some time very slight and transient. 
The dog was killed. 

pee ee ee 
aminims ation, containing a quarter a 
nia, six minutes he had sudden and violen 


SrryYcunta. 
RABBITS, 
Experiment 1. 
.. By mouth ... 


.. By rectum ... 


Experiment 2, 
.-. By mouth ... Fatal spasm in 10 min. 
.. By rectum ... Fatal spasm in 2 min. 
Experiment 3, 
.. By mouth ... § in 13 minutes ; 
Seat cones ainen 
aeremphagr - *"\ rum ; 


in 12, 
Experiment 4, 
... By mouth ... No effects in 10 minutes, 
.. By rectam ... Fatal spasm in 2 min. 
GUINEA-PIGS. 
Experiment 6. 
.-- By mouth ... Slight in 14 min, 
.. By rectam ... Decibel qeue ta ¢ aie, 
which were soon fatal. 
Experiment 8, 
.. By rectum ... Spasms in 5 minutes, 


By mouth ... No effect. 


RATS, 
Experiment 9, 
se gr. in. 5 minime | , PY Term = Fe in 2 or 3 
” ” By mouth ... No effect. 
dx gr. in 5 minims | °Y rectm, {Fatal spasms in§ minutes, 


in 13 minutes ; 
in 20. 
in 2 minutes; 
in 34. 


CATS. 
Experiment 10, 
4 gr. in 5 minims } By mouth } spasm in 1 min. 50 secs, 
soot Spasm in 1 min. 40 secs, 


| Bye 


Experiment 11. 
4 gr. in 10 minims... By mouth ... Vee ete 8s 00 ote. 
fatal in 8 minutes more. 


DOGS. 
Experiment 13. 
4 gr. in 10 minims... By mouth ... Slightand transient spasms 
in from 20 to 30 minutes. 
} gr. in 5 minims... By rectum ... Violent spasms in 6 min. ; 
death in 10 or 12 min. 


I then selected a mineral substance—cyanide of potassium— 
the effects of which upon the system are definite and rapid. 
It is soluble in water, and evergetic in minute doses, I may 
mention that its most striking symptoms are extreme debility 
passing into utter prostration and convulsions, 
I made the following experiments with an aqueous solution 
of cyanide of potassium :— 
CATS. 
Experiment 14. 

By mouth... ... Full effects in 1 min.; 

not fatal, 
... Full effects in 2 min.; 

not fatal. 


1 gr. in 20 min. ... 
.. By rectum 
Experiment 15. 


.. By mouth... ... Full effects in 2) min. 
.. By rectum _.... Full effects in 2j min. 


Experiment 16. 
By moath | Pull effects in 34 min. 


to a small cat . A 
By rectum Slight effects in 4) min. ; 


to a large cat no falling over. 
Experiment 17. 
No apparent effect. 
oy rectum | In 2 mio, fall effects 


Experiment 18. 
.. By mouth... ... Fall effects in 1 min.; 
fatal. 


By mouth 
to a large cat 








GULNEA-PIGS. 
Experiment 19. 
.. By mouth... ... Fall effects in 1 min, 
.. By rectum .... Symptoms pe aa 
2 min. full 
Experiment 20. 
.. By mouth... ... In 5 min. very slight 
effects. 


-. By rectum _... In 4 min. it fell over, 


Experiment 21, 
... By mouth... 


.. By rectum 


Experiment 22. 

.. By mouth... ... Slight effects in 2} min. ; 
it fell over in 4 min, ; 
ual recovery. 

over in 2 min.; in 
13 min, it was dead. 


... Fall effects in 1} min.; 
dead in 4 min. 


.. By rectum... It 

Experiment 23. 

.. By rectum... Full effects in 4 min.; 
recovery, 

Slight effects in 3 min.; 


By mouth 
recovery. 


m. 1 
Experiment 24, 

... By rectum _.... Slight effects in 3 min.; 

Sg cote ta 3h wales’ 

utterly prostrate im 4 


By mouth 
to same animal 


af rectum ... Slight effects in 2) min.; 
By Sigs ease hae 





By mouth 
to mmeanimal | N° effect. 
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RABBITs, 
Experiment 26. 
} gr. in 10 min. ... By mouth... ... Full effects in 1} min.; 
utter prostration in 
24 min.; recovery. 
na ~d . By rectum ... Slight effects in 2} min. ; 


utter prostration in 
4 min. ; recovery. 
Experiment 27. 


. By mouth... ... Slight effects almost im- 
mediately; full effects 
in 4 min.; death in 6 
min. 

... Decided effects in 3 min. ; 
recovery. 


. By rectum 


Experiment 25, 


rs gr. in 10 min.... By mouth... ... Slight effects in 2 min.; 
recovery. 

~ ae . By rectum ... Slight effects in 1 min.; 
recovery, 


Experiment 29. 

vy gt. in 10 min.... By rectum __ ... Slight effects in 34 min.; 
recovery. 

i. | eee No visible effect. 


It would appear, then, from these experiments that there is 
not between the stomach and rectum so marked or constant a 
difference in the absorption of cyanide of potassium, a mineral 
poison, as in the absorption of strychnia, a vegetable one. 


(To be concluded.) 








ON IDIOPATHIC ANAMTA. 
By S. 0. HABERSHON, M.D. Lonp., F.R.C.P., 


SENIOR ASSISTANT-PHYSICIAN TO, AND LECTURER 
ON MATERIA MEDICA AT, GUY'S HOSPITAL. 





Ly some of those morbid conditions with which we are most 
familiar it is as difficult to trace the source of the earlier symp- 
toms as in others where the pathology is acknowledged to be 
more obscure. The symptoms of chlorosis are familiar, and it 
is a state recognised with great facility, and one of those in 
which right treatment soon manifests a most beneficial result ; 
but the source of the changed condition of the blood so constant 
in this disease is not known, The pallor and the sense of 
weakness, the cessation of menstruation or its non-commence- 
ment, are preceded by defective nutrition and by impaired or 
capricious appetite, and the changes in the blood itself appear 
to be secondary to the imperfect absorption and assimilation of 
food. The climacteric modifications in the condition of the 
pelvic viscera, accompanied by turgescence in the vascular 
supply of the ovaries, are simultaneous with other develop- 
mental changes, not only in the glandular organs, but in the 
whole nervous system ; and a morbid condition of the sympa- 
thetic or vaso-motor nerve is coincident with, if not causative of, 
chlorosis, And although the visceral nerve supply may be 
modified by mental impressions, and amenorrhea may be 
caused by nervous shock, more frequently chlorosis and ame- 
norrhcea are slowly induced by defective nutrition. 

As to this state of chlorosis, there are degrees of severity : 
in some it isa transient malady ; in others it is very protracted, 
and, as to its result, of serious import, When chlorosis be- 
comes permanent other degenerative changes take place: either 
the deposition of strumous product in the abdomen, or in the 
lungs, or in the brain follows, or simple fatty degeneration 
results, or both states may be conjoined. 

The following case of anemia was closely allied to some of 
the instances of protracted chlorosis which occasionally occar. 
Several such cases have been recorded during the last few 
a org theories have been put forth as to their true charac- 

n 


ut, whilst they naturally are divided according to the 
especially diseased, and which has apparently Jed to a 
modified state of the blood, there are some instances in which 
as yet no source of disease can be traced, and in our ignorance 





| times a day, To take chop and four ounces of 
| Sept. 28th.—Complained much of sickness and pain, aad was 





we are compelled to use the term “‘ idiopathic anemia.” Thus. 

an anwwic condition has been attributed—ist, to chronic disease 
| of a suppurating character, as some cliseases of the opine, or to 
| anything constituting a constant exhausting drain upon the 
| system, ss hyper-lactation; 2nd, to the effect of acute disease, 
as rheumatic fever; 3rd, to diseases of the spleen, as in leuco- 
cythemia; 4th, to general disease of the lymphatic glands; 
Sth, to stramous cachexia; 6th, to miaswatic poisoning, ague, 
with which enlargement of the spleen is also associated; 7th, 
to disease of the supra-renal capsules; 8th, to actual loss of 
blood—internal or external hemorrbage ; 9th, to the effeet of 
mefeurialization ; 10th, to the excessive use of alkalies, or 
the drinking of large quantities of water; 11th, to cancerous 
cachexia; 12th, to chronic ulceration of the stomach, and dys- 
pepsia; 13th, to some diseases of the kidney, as albuminuria; 
14th, to insufficient light, with improper food and impure air; 
15th, to chlorosis. But in sume cases, although closely allied 
to chlorotic mal-nutrition, no source of disease can be detected. 
The patient's strength fails, pallor of the countenance ensues, 
and atrophy slowly advances, till the exhaustion becomes ex- 
treme, ‘he instance before us was of this class, and the fatal 
degeneration of the heart and serous effusion into the periear- 
dium were merely indications of advanced mal-nutrition, and 
they became the immediate cause of death. 

The causes of anwmia which we have enumerated may, how- 
ever, be divided into three classes—!st. Causes interfering with 
the proper reformation or the renewal of the blood, as diseased 
glands, mesenteric or lymphatic, &c. 2od. Causes operating 
directly upon the blood itself, as the effect of phyeieal aguuts, 
mercury, water, alkalies; so also the actual loss of blood in the 
different forms of hemorrhage: here also we may mention albu- 
minuria, and perhaps ague poison, 3rd, Excessive waste, the 
demand upon the nutritive power of the system being greater 
than the compensative supply; thus although the blood may be 
reformed properly, that renewal is not sufficient to compensate 
for the constant loss which takes place from exhaustive dis- 


charges, 

Where shall we struma and chlorosis? If we attribute 
these diseases to the imperfect assimilation of food, and to a 
primary defect in the digestive organs, are we correct in placing 
them in the first category? Again, to what extent does the 
nervous system, in its re or vaso-motor nerve, in- 
fluence nutritive changes? Fright and mental distress inter- 
fere with the digestion and absorption of food by means of the 
connexion between the cerebro-spical and sympathetic nerves, 
But, may this retarding influence be permanent ; may we 
not correctly attribute some forms of anwmia to diminished 
power in the sympathetic centres rather than to the 
which they influence? These questions naturally force themselves 
upon the mind in the consideration of a case such as the follow- 
ing, and although we would seek to be on our guard lest we 
hide our ignorance under a name, still something is gained if 
we can ascertain direction of the origin of the disease, 

Idiopathic anemia, commencing with gastric irritation ; fatty 
degeneration of the heart.—Bliza W——, aged forty, was ad- 
mitted into Guy’s Hospital on September 25th, 1861, under 
Dr, Habershon’s care, She was a single woman, who had re- 
sided at Rotherhithe, and obtained her livelihood by her needle. 
For six years menstruation had , and daring the latter 
four years she had felt stronger. Of delicate general health, 
and of spare and anwmic appearance, she had for taany years 
suffered from occasional attacks of vomiting ; but for eight 
months these attacks of vomiting had been almost of daily 
occurrence, with an occasional omission of a week. The vomit- 
ing sometimes came on directly after food ; at other times there 
was an interval of many houfs. There was pain down the 
sternum to the scrobiculus cordis, Of an aching character, and 
increased by food and by vomiting ; & burning sensation, amcunt- 
ing to pain, in the shoulders and back, troubled her ; and alsoa 
‘dragging pain” in the joints. The bowels were sometimes 
much relaxed, at other times confined for several days. Eat 
had been no bematemesis ; but she thought that a little 
had been ejected three or four months before admission, She 
was blanched and emaciated; the chest was normal, and she 
had not any cough; the abdomen was contracted, and there 
was tenderness at the scrobi¢ulus cordis, but no dulness, and 
no pain in the back; the tongue was clean; the pulse compres- 
sible ; the feet not swollen; the urine was rendered slightly 
turbid hy heat, but cleared by nitric acid, and there was t 
mucous d Ordered, compound iron pill, two grains; 
creasote, half a minim; extract of henbane, two. grains: three 

Sherry wine ; 





| upable to take milk or beef tea. 
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ordered nitrate of bismuth, ten grains; carbonate of soda, ten 
grains ; chloric ether, ten minims, in mucilage mixture. 

On Oct, 2nd, she complained of the medicine burning her 
throat. The roof of the mouth was granular, bat nothing could 
be seen in her throat. She was very anemic, but suffered less 
from we ing. The motions was ordered ee ar eet 
she still complained much of it, it was i . 
coda, and coniam. The offensive smell became then the great 
objection. 

Oct, 19th.—Lime water with milk was ordered, and half an 
ounce of quinine mixture (one grain) given three times a day. 
On Dec. 3rd, Dr. Barlow prescribed one-twelfth of a grain of 
strychnia with dilute phosphoric acid three times a day. This 
medi¢ine did not agree; a sense of exhaustion, with severe 
pain in the abdomen, came on, The pain became so severe, 
and the prostration so suddenly extreme, that it was doubted 


whether had taken place. The pulse at the wrist 
was scarcely perceptible. A y poultice was to 
the abdomen, and ten minims of the solution of hydrochlorate 
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neration of tisgue); the coronary 
was serum in the peritoneum ; the stomach and liver were ap- 
eres. quite healthy. The spleen was healthy, as were the 
‘kidneys and the supra-renal 

This poor woman had resi in = dom ead unhealthy 
locality, and, depending upon her needle for her livelihood, she 
had ouly obtained a scanty supply of the ordi i 
of life, The weakness of her state manifested i first in the 
cessation of the menses at thirty-four years of age, and the 
catamenia did not again appear; her health, however, subse- 
pan en ene Sree 





to take food, and the power of the heart and the force of the 

psine, nutrient diet, and enemata were all tried, and 
were at once or after a short time set aside as intolerable 
by the patient. Life very slowly faded away, and death 
seemed to take place from mere atrophy. 

The post-mortem inspection only revealed the effects of the 
atrophy, but did not indicate its cause, There was degenera- 
tion of the heart, and slight passive effusion into the pericar- 
ee ae re ae paleaenins tbadetien 
“Feencstealiy antes tae The had been examined 
microecopi during life, but without manifesting any excess 
of white corpuscles; and after death, no glandular disease coukd 

Where, then, are we to look for the canse of this com- 
plaint, and what is its nature ? The first syraptoms indicate 
gastric irritation, and an interference with digestion; there 
was a deficiency in the quantity of nutriment absorbed, and 
hence atrophy, After death, however, no trace of organic 
change could So feund in thaatomach ; it-wpe engectodcn Sting 
ia a healthy state—there was neither thickening nor cicatrix. 
It is to the nervons supply of the stomach that we must direct 
our attention ; it was that the fault originally commenced, 
and in that direction must we seek for the origin of the dis- 
ease; and to combat that defective condition must be the aim 
of our treatment. In closely watehing the ual termination 
of these cases, we find that the lamp of life really dies out. 
The state has been called by some practitioners one of chronic 
syncope, for the patient is constantly closely bordering upoa 
fainting; and the attempt to get out of bed in the extreme 
prostration may be followed by sudden death. There is dimi- 
nished power in the heart, absence of the stimulus of 
healthy blood, and exhausted nervous power; in fact, it is a 
state of anemia with one of asthenia. 


(To be concluded.) 
SMALL-POX: 


ITS PRESENT PREVALENCE, PREVENTION, AND 
TREATMENT TO MITIGATE AND PREVENT 
PITTING. 


By P. MARTYN, Ese., Surgeon R.N. 











One who would know what small-pox is must read old books, 
or visit countries where vaccination is not practised: and this 
opportunity has been mine. I have seen and treated all fevers 

-plagne, yellow fever, typhus, and intermittent, as well as 
Asiatic cholera; these have their. spheres and their periods, 
but small-pox meets no such limits, and in sufferings and dead- 
liness passes them all. Its history is more curious than that of 
any other digease, but it is a thing of the past for this country. 
This immunity from one of the greatest evils is due to vaccina- 
tion, and it is a wonder that so simple and sure.a preventive 
should be neglectei, But the disease is not extingui 
The alarm that prevails at its late increase will have the salu- 

effect of causing the law rendering vaccination compulsory 
to be no longer a dead letter. Of the various officials of the 
metropolitan and local boards of health and of parishes it must 
be made the duty of some to see and to report that the obliga- 
tions of that law are carried ont—that vaccination has not 
only been performed, but that it has succeeded, and, if doubtful, 
be immediately re That vaccination has not lost its 
effect by age and succession, the smooth faces and whole 
sight of populations attest. Should the matter require renewal, 
as a few think, Mr. Ceely, of Aylesbury, to whom the profes- 
sion is indebted for investigations and experiments the most 
cmateery and conclasive mafia many, years ago, = I a 
su happy to ure it. veryone seen in w 

a: pct ne ches Rg we a red face or an Pinnocent! 


may, eruption, ly 
ode te the cares. Those who have fears or doubts, or who 
may be exposed to infection, ought to be revaccinated. Vacci- 
nation so 


ted, with all care, may not take, or only imper- 
fectly, running its course in a shorter period. Small-pox itself 
gem gnc wy toe 5« Meyers Am ne» an 
Sydenham, test experience in this epidemic 
gett tedmnecly Ol on. Lanta, voterde nk the worst occurred 
in an unusually dry season. ‘‘Uonfluentes pessime; s 
ingentem edunt; siccitate inaudité istius anni accuuntur v 
menter.” So the continued dryness of this season causes the 
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increase of the disease at this time. Dryness—a great pro- 
motor of health—here, where a crowded population lives over 
sewers and its own excreta, becomes a source of disease. 
Water is now abundant and freely distributed, and should be 
made to do what rain has not effected. 

Ti Fie eaigetien See Rae ond the greveation & o> 
ting I have long practised, and found most successful, the fol- 
lowing simple — The ri —— is py tenor 
may be to access is disease, if there exist 
solve! aaisty4 


ndant warm diluents— 

whey is best, being akin to the blood, is easily assimi 
, and sustains the system the im 

tion. Nitrate of potass is most ive as a vascular sedative, 


rative, and I combine with it ipecacuanha, 

ia, and sometimes squills, thereby 
improving its efficacy and directin ceed yt tengo pee 
the kidneys. This treatment, with one full action of an ape- 
rient, produces diapheresis of the body and of the hands and 
face (which must not be checked by allowing the patient to get 
from under the clothes for any purpose whatever), and re- 


duces the fever, always so severe ; the increased natural 
i Sen skin leaving less for the morbid action to 
do, the eruption will be less. 


he tants oh on ee ge toon 
eruption is greatest on on 

these parts are more hi es SS Se ae 
left uncovered, the rest of the body being covered. The hands, 
then, must be kept under the bedclothes, and the face covered 
with cotton -wool, merino, silk, or some warm light mask, 
leaving only breathing-room. This will cause these parts to 
perspire like the rest of the body, save the eyes, render the 
vesicles fewer and smaller and rarely confluent, attended with 
less inflammation and inflamed areole; it will prevent long 
suffering, mitigate secondary fever, and prevent the red marks 
or areole which disfigure face for months after recovery. 
The vesicles or pustules are to be transfixed with a needle, and 
the matter allowed to escape. The pressure of this lymph, 
the lower stratum of which is solid, on the fine unprotected 


pa of the cutis, causes the ion or ulceration, and so 
es the pits or marks. This will prevent the pitting. 
Animal should be given for diet. 


There are many remedies recommended, general and local. 
1 give what I have proved to be successful in this and other 
climates. 


Thurloe-square, May, 1863. 





THE LARYNGEAL ECRASEUR FOR THE 
REMOVAL OF SMALL TUMOURS FROM 
THE INTERIOR OF THE LARYNX. 


By GEORGE D. GIBB, M.D., M.R.C.P., 
PHYSICIAN TO THE WEST LONDON HOSPITAL. 


, — 


become equally so when proper means are at hand to carry it 
out. In the course of my experience I have had to contrive 
various instruments for introduction within the larynx to effect 
particular objects, Some of these are, a large camel’s or 
squirrel’s hair brush on whalebone, a scarificator for edema of 
the glottis, a laryngeal fluid pulverizer with platinum capsule, 
and an instrument for the removal of growths or polypi. The 
last I have called a laryngeal écraseur, from the manner in 
which it acts. My present communication is to say a few 
words about it alone. 
In 1862, after making 

attached to the vocal cords of a gentleman w 





and Son most ably seconded my efforts, and at once compre- 
hended the nature of what I so much desired. 








I had carefully experimented on the dead larynx and tongue 
to get the req amount of curvature, so that the moment 
the instrument should be introduced into the living larynx, the 
end of the curve in connexion with the loop of wire should 
reach the hollow in the thyroid i ing to the 
pomum Adami at the root of the epiglottis origin of the 
true vocal cords, This I took most particular pains to ascer- 
tain with great accuracy, then tried it on dead body 
with te success. 


ve 
; 
| 
é 
i 
‘t 


uare bar, with a ring attached to one end (for the 
thumb), and terminating at the other in a curved stem, which 
meer 20 Oe ee ee eee 
— t. te = ata a we 
wit! groove. a es on ,, aie 
sna taeonah-tee tates of ney sabia " 
point (so as to ea " 

Period cleantthe qoonen, passed Ceovagh tho tnette bein atte 
cross-piece, and then wound round it two or three times. On 
introduction the loop of wire catches the laryngeal tumour like 
a noose ; it is drawn home, the icle is cut across, and the 
tumour is detached. The instrument in its action is not unlike 
that of Wilde’s snare, but it is considerably modified to suit the 

x. 


convenient, they have been dissipated by topical 


made every few days for a certain time. 
I was not i of the instruments used on the Continent 
for the removal of polypi from the larynx; but how could 


be introduced with their enormous curve, like a li 

eound, was to me an enigma. Moreover, none possessed the 
simplicity of my own. 
Portman-street, April, 1863. 








average mortality for each disease d the years 1860, 1861 
and 1862 respectively. These tables will found of great value. 
Mokrrarity = THE ag oye Scortanp.—In > 
twenty-one years, 1842-62, was 17,541; the sum of the daily 
rg - ann OR Ot Se Onan Seven War 
ing at average rate 1 ceut. annum, or 
about 15 per 1000 pri Tin the local ae 
with an average Gaily popelation of 46, the number 
deaths annually, for a period of teen years, 1844-61, was 
547, 11 per cent., or 11 for every 1000 prisoners. 
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4 Hlircor 
OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 





Nulla est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi quam plurimas et morborum et 
dissectionum historias, tam aliorum proprias, collectas habere et inter se com- 
parare,—Moreaeni, De Sed, et Caus. Mord, lib, 14, 





ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 


HYDATID CYST DEVELOPED IN THE SUB-PERITONEAL 
AREOLAR TISSUE BETWEEN THE BLADDER AND UTERUS, 
CAUSING COMPLETE RETENTION OF URINE; EXPULSION; 
RECOVERY. 

(Under the care of Mr. WAkLeyv.) 


Tue subject of this disease was a girl aged twelve years, who 
applied at the hospital on the 17th of November, 1862, with 
complete retention of urine, and was admitted under the care 
of Mr. Wakley. For the notes of the case we are indebted to 
Mr. John Daniel Hill, the resident medical officer. 

The patient has from infancy suffered with gradually increas- 
ing difficulty in passing urine, which was attended with more 
or less pain and distress; but during the last few weeks the 
suffering has been extreme, producing great constitutional dis- 
turbance, such as loss of appetite, restlessness, frequent desire 
to micturate, constant bearing-down pain and prolapsus ani, 
and extreme emaciation. 

On admission the distended bladder could be seen and felt 
above the pubis, as the urine had not been voided for twenty- 
four hours; the nym and labia were congested and tender ; 
the urethra was sw and elongated ; and the child was in a 
state of great distress and prostration. 

A female er was oe ees into the urethra for 
the ieving , but in uence of the 
cmretaged elongation of the urethra it hy oo necessary 
to substitate a gum-elastic male catheter, and after some diffi- 
culty the instrament was introduced into the bladder and the 
urine withdrawn, 

To render an internal examination satisfactory chloroform 
was administered; but in consequence of the pulse having 
become intermittent and the respiration irregular, it was 
considered hazardous to continue it, and therefore the exa- 
mination could not be conducted very successfully, owing to 
the violent struggling and resistance of the child. A male 
silver catheter (No. 6) was passed into the bladder, and six 
ounces of warm water injected, to permit of ascertaining the 
presence of a foreign body (if any existed). The bladder was 
in the next place emptied, and the forefinger of the left hand 
introdaced into the vagina, when a fluctuating tumour was de- 
tected bulging anteriorly into that cavity, and pressing on the 
neck and posterior surface of the bladder. The vaginal wall was 
extremely thin, but there was no breach of surface, Finding 
it had no communication with the bladder, the catheter was 
withdrawn and the right hand upon the hypogastriam, 
the foretinger of the left hand being retained in the vagina. 
On making pressure deeply in the hy tric region, an irre- 
gular impulse was given to the finger in the vagina; and on 
more careful examination a deep-seated tumour was detected 
in the region of the bladder, As its exact anatomical relations 
were somewhat obscure {more particularly ia reference to the 
peritoneum), it was thought advisable not to evacuate the con- 
tents of the cyst by surgical interference, but to endeavour by 
means of a purgative to unload the intestines, and at the 
same time, by the co-operation of the abdominal muscles and 
the diaphragm, to favour the expulsion of the fluid. Accord- 
ingly, five grains of calomel at once, followed by half an ounce 
of the hospital white mixture every three hours, were given, 
and the bladder relieved thrice daily. 

In the course of the next day a cyst as large as an ostrich’s 
egg was expelled entire through an opening in the anterior 
wall of the vagina, which would only admit the tip of the finger 
when examined the following day. i 


One-third of a Cap 
opium was given immediately after the expulsion of cyst, 
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the parts at rest, and so obviate any tendency to peritonitis, 
The vagina was also washed out night and morning with a 
syringeful of warm water, to clear away the discharge and 
facilitate the healing of the wound or apertare. Five-grai 
doses of citrate of iron and quinine were ibed thrice daily, 
with four ounces of wine and a oat availing diet. 

The child’s health improved from day to day, the wound 
healed, and she was discharged quite we Dee, 15th, 1862, 
The cyst (collapsed) was exhibited at the Medical Society on 
the 2nd of February, by Dr. Cockle. It was preserved entire 
until that evening, when unfortanately while being conveyed 
to the Society’s rooms it burst, and its contents were lost. Its 
large size accordingly was not seen. 

In answer to several questions put by the Fellows of the 
Society as to the expulsion of the cyst throngh the vaginal 
wall, the history of the case will prove that the child had suf- 
fered for a great length of time with increasing difficulty in 
micturition, which would indicate the direction which the cyst 
was taking; and from the constant and at times extreme pres- 
sure upon the vaginal wall, either absorption of this structure 
must have occurred, or an abscess have formed between the 
cyst and vaginal wall, bursting in the vagina. A very small 
quantity of pus was discharged with the cyst, but for several 
days after its expulsion the discharge was more profuse, 

examination of the vagina both before and after the 


cyst was di well illustrates the remarkable power of 
contraction which the vagina possesses. 
On a previous occasion we placed on record (Tue Lancet, 


vol, ii. | 476) an instance of a man in St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, under Dr. Farre’s care, with a supposed hydatid 
tumour, which was situated between the rectum and bladder, 
Such cases have occurred before, and a point of interest in them 
is the determination of the origin of these tumours—whether, in 
fact, as is supposed by some, an hydatid has become detached 
from the liver or other organ, and found its way into the cul- 
de-sac between the rectum and bladder, or the bladder and 
vagina, and then increased in size; or, on the other hand, its 
origin in either of these situations has been independent of 
the existence of such cysts elsewhere, In the little yirl there is 
every reason to believe, from the bistory of the case given by Mr, 
Hill, that the tamour originated in the spot which it occapied; 
and itisa e feature in her case that so large a 
should have escaped through the wall of the vagina, as it di 
without rupture, 





CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 


CLINICAL REMARKS ON A CASE OF MOVABLE KIDNEY 
OF THE LEFT SIDE. 
(Under the care of Dr. WILLsHTRE. ) 

Mary Ayn K——,, aged tweaty-five, was admitted on the 
27th of February last. She ix married, but without children. 
The patient states that she has been ailing more or less for 
twelve years. Two years ago she was seen by Dr. Willshire 
in company with Dr. Skegg, both of whom told her that she 
had “a movable kidney.” She had then a tumour of the size 
of an orange deep down in the stomach on the left side. It 
could be easily moved about, She had not much pain or in- 
convenience from it, except when it was much handled, 
Since then she has been in very indifferent health, and ooca- 
sionally has been very ill indeed. She is now afraid of another 
attack, feels very weak, and has pain over the left side of the 
stomach, The attack comes on with increased pain, and with 
throbbing over the part near the tumour. Next she has diffi- 
culty in passing urine, Then in a short time she feels as if 
something broke in her side where the throbbing was, and the 
urine passes freely, but has ‘‘like blood” in it. Her appetite 
is bad, she has a sour taste in the mouth, and suffers from - 
ache. Feels much easier when lying down. 

In some clinical observations to the students upon this case 
Dr. Willshire remarked, that when he saw this patient in 
company with Dr, Skegg, who had kindly invited him to see 
it, he felt satisfied that that gentleman’s opinion as to the 
nature of the case was correct, There was a small tumour, of 
the form and size of a large kidney, to be easily moved about 
in the left lumbar region. By eliminating all that it was not 
likely to be, and by looking at that to which it easily approxi- 
mated, he could not think it to be anything else than a ‘‘ mov- 
It had been said that females are more liable to 
this affection than males, and that whilst the left kidney is 





and continued every four hours for forty-eight hours, to keep 


more subject to fied malposition than is the right organ, the 
T2 











522 Tae Lancer,] 





latter is more frequently movable than is the left kidney. 
The case before them, so far as the latter circumstance was 
concerned, was, then, an exception to the rule. When the 
patient came to him the other day, she made certain statements 
in connexion with the urine which led him to urge her entrance 
into the hospital, that he might become better acquainted with 
all the symptoms of her complaint. Upon examining her—as 
which examination they were present—he was very muck sur- 
prised to find the change which had taken place in the character 
of the tumour. The latter was now about the size of two large 
fists, of a rounded but irregular form, and giving an indistinct 
sense of fluctuation at its upper and most projecting portion, 
where it advanced close to the abdominal integuments, The 
tumour was hard elsewhere. It was still very movable, but, 
from its larger size and increased tenderness to the touch, of 
course such free locomotion of it as was before possible could. 
not now be practised. A slight feeling of nausea followed the 
handling of the tumour. The urine had since been twice or 
thrice examined, but neither blood, pus, nor albumen had been. 
found in it. In fact, the renal excretion appeared quite normal 
at present, There had not been, either, any difficulty in passing 
it. The patient had got thinner since he last saw her, and was 
rather irritable and dissatisfied. They might ask him what 
was his opinion now of the case? He still thought the tumour 
was renal, but that there was serious organic disease of the 


We are indebted for the above notes to Mr. Frost, clinical 
clerk, who informs us that after a few days’ stay in the hos 
pital the patient left dissatisfied b the t was “ just 
the same as before,”’ any benefit she was receiving being only 
from the recumbent position and quietude she obtained. This 
being the case, she thought she could be more comfortable at 
home than elsewhere. 








8ST. MARY’S HOSPITAL. 
(OPHTHALMIC DEPARTMENT. ) 


CASES OF IRIDECTOMY FOR RELIEF OF ACUTE GLAUCOMA 
AND IRIDO-CHOROIDITIS. 
(Under the care of Mr. Ernest Hart.) 

Tue theory is by no well established upon which the 
excision of a portion of the iris is now so successfully resorted 
to in that hitherto hopeless and intractable disease, glaucoma. 
In the acute forms of glaucoma the deep tissues of the eyeball 
are involved in a diseased action, which manifests itself by 
darting pain, flashes of light, rapid loss of sight, tension of the 
eyeball, cupping of the optic disc, and, subsequently, turbidity 
of the transparent media, slaty discoloration of the iris, and 
loss of the corneal brilliancy. But experience leaves no doubt 
of the favourable change in these symptoms which follows the 
operation of iridectomy in such instances, 

An illustration was afforded of the utility of the operation 
in a case recently under the care of Mr. Hart in the ophthalmic 
wards of this hospital. 

The origin of the mischief was an injury, rather more than 
two months previously, to the right eyeball. In that organ 
the disease had advanced to a very serious extent. The cornea 
‘was dull and lustreless, looking rough and somewhat opaque. 
The iris was slate-coloured, and the turbidity of the vitreous 
prevented any satisfactory result of ophthalmoscopic examina- 
tion. There was barely any perception of the difference be- 
tween strong light and utter darkness. The left eye, which 
had sympathized throughout, had recently become highly am- 
blyopic ; it was very tense, the iris acted sluggishly, and the 
optic disc was distinctly excavated. Under these circumstances 
Mr. Hart performed iridectomy on both eyes, the patient being 
under the influence of chloroform. Relief to the distressing 

ain which had existed was felt on the same night. The me- 
ical treatment was of the simplest kind; purely expectant 
and regulative. But the symptoms continued to improve, and 
the patient left the hospital three weeks afterwards with vision 
greatly ameliorated in the left eye, and perception of light 
gradually increasing in the right. 

In another recent case, iridectomy was performed with the 
view of relieving tension and improving vision in an eye which 
had many times been attacked with iritis, and in which the 
iris was adherent, the capsule of the lens thickened by deposit 
of lymph, and sight greatly obscured. 

Mr, art observed that the extent of adhesions in these 
cases greatly favoured the recurrence of iritic inflammation, 
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and it was to be regretted that atropine is not more freely 
used by the profession generally in the early treatment of 
iritis. The tension of the eyeball, which was acutely sensitive 
to pressure, the varicosity of the vessels, and especially the 
extent to which the opposite eye was suffering by sympathy 
with the peccant and almost useless organ, induced. him to re- 
sort to iridectomy. This would have the effect of removing 
intraocular pressure, and of re-establishivg a free communication 
between the anterior and posterior chambers; it would, he 
expected, relieve the distressing frontal pain suffered by the 
patient, and improve sight; especially, he anticipated that it 
would diminish the liability to further recurrence of the choroido- 
iritic inflammation, and would also check the insidious pro- 
gress of destruction in the other eye, which had already suf- 
fered to some extent. The patient is still under treatment, 
and doing well, 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 


ALBUMINURIA AFTER PREGNANCY ; DISEASED HEART ; 
FATAL RESULT. 
(Under the care of Dr. OLpHAM.) 

Mary T——,, aged thirty-seven, was admitted on the 23rd 
of August, 1862. She was exceedingly ill, the breath being 
short, and the heart’s action rapid and tumultuous. There 
was slight edema of the legs, and the urine was slightly 
albuminous, Subsequently the urine became highly albu- 
minous, with casts, and the dropsy increased. The chest also 
became dull on the right side. It was said that the breath 
was good at the time of labour, which took place a few weeks 
back, but that shortly afterwards she was seized with d 
This gave rise to the suggestion of embolism of ee a mae 
aotorg..., Ce died on the 17th of September, being generally 

ropsical, 

Autopsy, twenty hours after death.—The right ra con- 
tained several pints of serum, and lym the lang. 
The right lung was compressed by the fluid ; in it were several 
masses of apoplectic effusion, and around these the lang was 
hepatized and soft. The pulmonary arteries were carefully 
examined, but no clot was discovered, The right side of the 
heart was hypertrophied, and the left was somewhat enlarged. 
The end ium throughout was opaque; the mitral cords 
were shortened, so that probably there was some inefficiency 
in them. There was fluid in the peritoneum ; the liver was in 
an incipient nutmeg condition ; the kidneys were much larger 
than usual, slightly paler, coarse, and soft, as in the active 
stage of nephritis, 
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THE SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT OF SEVERE STRICTURE OF THE 
URETHRA BY GRADUAL DISTENSION AT A SINGLE SITTING. 


BY HENRY THOMPSON, ESQ., F.R.C.S. 


Ir is the author’s object to illustrate and explain a new 
method of treating severe or obstinate strictures of the urethra. 
This term is intended to denote those which are little benefited 
by dilatation, 

The distinction which constitutes its novelty does not con- 
sist in the mere production of some alteration or improvement 
in existing mechanical contrivances, but in the adoption of a 
mode of action on the stricture itself, which is different from 
those which characterize any of the other systems of treatment 
pursued at the present day. The author shows in what it 
differs from dilatation, simple and continuous; from rupture or 
‘instantaneous treatment ;” from cauterization ; and in- 
cisions. He illustrates the proceeding, which he distinguishes 
by the term ‘‘ gradual distension,” and describes the instra- 
ment employed to accomplish it. 

By the process in question the strictured part of the urethra 
only is acted u and this not to a degree short of, but up to 
or even beyond the natural calibre of the canal, wherever the 
stricture may be situated. All this is accomplished at one 
sitting, but with gentleness and slowness, so as to avoid unne- 
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cessary rupture ; the degree of distension being regulated with 
absolute certainty, and its extent indicated with extreme accu- 
racy, by apparatus in the handle of the instrament employed. 
The object of the operator is not to rupture, but to over- 
distend the fibrous tissue which constitutes the stric‘ure, so as 
to destroy, or at all events to impair, its natural tendency to 
contract. He aims at attaining that result which occurs from 
the practice of over-distending vital tissues elsewhere —viz., to 
impair or destroy their contractility. This is known to happen 





be retained in the urethra for two or three days. It was then 
removed, and the seat of the stricture accurately ascertained by 
passing a large bougie. This is to be marked, and such measure- 
ment is to regulate the distance which his dilator should be 
introduced, The patient being now place under the infiuence 
of chloroform, the dilator was passed, and the handle slowly 
and gradually turned, so that dilatation could be effected to 
any extent, the whole operation occapying from ten to twenty 
minutes, according to the character of the obstruction. The 


after the application of over-distension to both healthy and | dilator was now removed, and a No. 12 gum-elastic catheter 
morbid tissues, and is turned to account by the surgeon for that 


purpose, 


substituted, and retained in the bladder for two or three days, 
according to circumstances. A No. 12 bougie was afterwards 


The class of patients for which this proceeding appears to be | passed at intervals of a day, and so the after-treatment was 


best adapted is described, and illustrative cases are appended, 

The instrument consists of two long and narrow steel rods, 
accurately applied throughout their entire length by the single 
plane surface which each The external surface of 
each rod is convex, so that together they form a nearly cylin- 
drical instrament, but tapering towards the lower extremity, 
where they are closely united. At the opposite or upper end 
they are also united, and are surmounted by a handle resem- 
bling that of an ordinary sound. This handle is attached to a 
screw with a very fine thread, which being turned causes the 
two rods to diverge very slowly and very gradually from each 
other at a given spot, about six inches from the handle. When 
the separation of the blades is effected, an index, placed near 
the upper end and connected with some numerals on a disc, 
shows the exact degree of extension made by pointing out that 
number of the catheter-scale to which the distension existing 
at that moment is equivalent. The general form and contour 
of the instrament is that of a slightly curved catheter. When 
the screw handle is turned, the two rods te, so as to form 
a long oval or spindle-sha the long diameter being 
sbout three inches and a half or inches in length, and the 
short a ding to + number of turns given to 
the screw, and varying between the slightest ible separation 
of the rods and an interval ichethtaeo-cightinefen inch, or 
even more. 

The stem of the instrament has marked on it a graduation 
in inches, which commences one quarter of an inch below the 
point of maximum distension or centre of the spindle-shaped 
figure produced by the separated rods. It is that point which 
wil corres) with the stricture when the instrument is placed 
in the urethra, so that the contracted portion of the canal un- 
dergoes the greatest amount of distension which it can be de- 
sired to produce, while the rest remains wholly unaffected. 

The mode of applying the instrament is as follows: — A 
medium or full-si ie or catheter is first passed as far as 
to the stricture, and the distance from it in inches to the ex- 
ternal meatus carefully noted. Suppose it to be five inches, 
the operator, taking the distending instrument, places the little 
bine steel collar which slides on its shaft opposite to the figure 
5, and passes the instrument through the stricture until the 
collar arrives at the meatus of the urethra, and prevents the 
instrament from entering further. The maximum point of 
distending power must, therefore, correspond with the nar- 
rowest part of the stricture. The act of distension is- now 
commenced by making two or three turns of the screw-handle, 
and is continued by slowly turning it once every half minute, 
taking care at the same time to prevent the instrument from 
shifting its position by observing the collar remains oppo- 
site the external meatus. 

Ina short time the index, gradually rising, shows that the 
calibre is reaching Nos. 10, 11, 12, and so on, until in a few 
minates No, 14 or 16 has been reached, which latter limit is 
usually quite sufficient. The screw-handle is now slowly turned 
backwards, not the whole way, but until the index has retreated 
to about No. 8 or 9, when the instrument is withdrawn. The 
operator next passes a full-sized gum catheter into the bladder, 
and fastens it there, leaving it in place for about twenty-four 
hours, It is then removed al . All that remains to be 
done is to pass a full-sized metallic instrament every second 
day for a week, and after that at increasing intervals for a week 
or two longer. 

Mr. Hour said that his mode of having been alluded 
to by Mr. Thompson, he was desirous of ing a few remarks 
upon the plan which that gentleman had proposed to the So- 
ciety, as contrasted with that which he (Mr. Holt) had adopted 
for some years. Mr. Thompson’s instrament differed materially 
from his, both in ee motheser Roapeeaeesn ses Sncuete 
of enlarging the strictured portion urethra, and he claimed 
for his instrament the power of dilating the stricture to No. 14 
or 16, while the meatus is not interfered with. For its appli- 
cation, however, it was necessary a gum-elastic catheter should 











| continued asin any other plan. Now his (Mr. Holt’s) first objec- 


tion to this method of treatment applied to a difficulty which 
might arise in the hands of a surgeon less accustomed to the 
passing of bougies than the author of the paper. The penis 
during an examination alternates in its length, and is at one 
moment quiescent, and at another semi-erect. When this oc- 
curred, it would so alter the relative measurements as to render 
them of little value; and this part of the treatment was of 
great practical importance, inasmuch as it was necessary that 
the centre of the dilating power should exactly correspond to 
the centre of the stricture, and without it the dilatation would 
be either in front or behind the obstruction, and so be perfectly 
ineffective. His next objection would apply to instances in 
which there was more than one obstruction ; for in his expe- 
rience there were frequently two, and sometimes three or even 
four obstacles to be overcome, and in these instances it would 
be necessary to materially prolong the operation, or repeat it 
upon three or four separate occasions. Mr. Thompson laid par- 
ticular stress upon his capability of dilating the stricture to 
No. 14 or 16 or more, when the meatus will only admit a 
No, 12. In the first place, he (Mr. Holt) believed the author 
was in error in supposing that a dense obstruction would allow 
itself to be dilated to the size he mentioned ; it must be rup- 
tured, as was shown by the occurrence of hemorrhage. But 
even granting that it was so, he (Mr. Holt) could not see the 
least advantage that could arise from dilating a stricture beyond 
that which could be maintained by the after. passage of a bougie. 
The part which was so dilated quickly contracted, otherwise 
there would not be any necessity for the as of a 
bougie; but as this was necessary, and the bougie could only 
represent the size of the meatus, no advantage could accrue 
from distending the stricture beyond its natural limit. If any 
further were required that this was so, he might refer to 
the ian operation of lithotomy, which he had frequently 
ormed, and removed, without cutting the neck of the 
bladder and prostatic portion of the urethra, calculi varyi 
from an inch to an inch and a quarter, the parts being dilated 
by the introduction of the finger, the subsequent passage of the 
forceps, and the extraction of the stone. In all these cases the 
tient had retained the power of expelling the urine at will, 





which specially showed how speedily any undue dilatation of 
the ure contracts again. is (Mr. Holt’s) third objection 
would apply to the necessity of retaining a catheter in the 
bladder, both before and after the operation had been performed. 


In many instances the patients were quite incapable of bearing 
the retention of a catheter from the pain and irritative fever it 
produced, and it confined them to the house or bed for an unne- 
cessary. period of time. Mr, Holt then related a remarkable 
case of irritable and intractable stricture in which, after all 
the usual means employed for a long period had failed in the 
hands of an experienced surgeon, he had, in a few minutes, 
split up the stricture with his instrament, and the patient re- 
Ganesh ‘without 6 tek-apugtom, end sumeiaed well to this 
time—a period of twelve months. Were he not afraid of occupy- 
ing too much of the Society's time, he could relate several most 
in 1 euen $0 grave Gisb Bo.bed uch clue Sepa 
tion for of enhancing success is opera- 
tion ; bat thes, co the contrary, he had operated —_ the 
most severe and a examples that could sub- 


tleman from Liverpool, who consulted 
him for incontinence of urine, from which he had been suffering 
two during which he was compelled to wear a urinal, 

Sep kaetretn end that be was recommended to go 
Madeira for a change. Upon inquiry Mr. Holt was satisfied 
that the bladder was full, and, having gained the patient's 
consent to introduce a catheter, he with great difficulty passed 
No 1, and removed three pints of most offensive purulent 
urine. His bladder was paralysed, and there was every pro- 
bability, from the of time it had been distended, that 
the ureters and the pelves of his kidneys were abnormally 
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enlarged. For the purpose of keeping the bladder empty, the 
catheter was introduced three times during each of the first 
two days, and upon the third he passed the dilator and split 
the strictures, so that the urethra would admit a No. 10 
. In one month this gentleman returned to Liverpool, 

with his health almost entirely re-established, ing urine 
with the greatest facility, and the urethra admitting a No. 10 
easily. During the last month, Mr. Cutler asked his (Mr. Holt’s) 
opinion upon the case of a gentleman who had been operated 
upon by Mr. Syme. The patient had subsequently been sub- 
jected to internal division, and a second time Mr. Syme’s ope- 
ration was performed by Mr. Bickersteth, of Liverpool. When 
he consulted Mr. Cutler, he was obliged to pass the catheter 
five or six times in the twenty-four hours, and he was entirely 
prevented, by the escape of urine during the intermediate 
periods, from entering into society. Mr. Holt, having explained 
to him that in such a case he could not positively affirm what 
the result might be, consented to split the obstructions; but 
the patient, being exceedingly nervous from the recurrence of 
rigors after every attempt to enlarge the urethra, would not 
consent to the operation without the aid of chloroform. The 
dilator having been passed, it required all the force Mr, Holt, 
could make use of, even with a towel placed over the large 
extremity of the tube, before the stricture could be split. Upon 
the dilator being removed, a No. 10 catheter was passed, and 
the bladder emptied. This gentleman never had a bad symp- 
tom of any kind or description; he never even went to bed, 
and in two days was able to visit some friends in the country. 
He declared that he could row pass urine better then he ever 
remembered ; and in a fortnight he returned to Jersey, being 
— of introducing an instrument himself without the least 
ifficulty or pain. Mr. Holt stated that he had now operated, 


Fergusson) thought the mentioned by Mr. Solly would 
not be found se effective tr the silver instraments were 
used. With regard to Mr. Thompson’s instrument exhibited 
that evening, he questioned if it were strong to break 
up the stricture without breaking the instrument in some of 
the more severe cases, This could not occur when Mr. Holt’s 
plan was resorted to: however = the force applied, the in- 
strument could not give way. much force was occasionally 
required that he (Mr. Fergusson) should be fearful of trusting 
to Mr. Thompson’s instrament. This instrument, as far as the 
plan of treatment itself was concerned, did not differ much from 
that of Mr. Holt. The plan of immediate dilatation would do 
much towards abolishing internal and external urethrotomy. 
Mr. Acton was glad to hear that the advocates of the various 
lans for treating severe forms of stricture had not found cause 
ior disparaging that by internal incision, a treatment he had 
found most successful. It was admitted on all hands that 
dilatation, consistently persevered in, was alone sufficient to 
remedy the greater of strictures. In hospital practice 
(in order to save the time of the poor) it might be necessary to 
resort at once to other plans; but among the upper classes, 
where a rapid cure was not of such importance, the patient 
usually objected to have his stricture split, or any other similar 
heroic remedy employed, and which he (Mr. Acton) was glad 
to hear was unattended with any The Fellows of the 
Society must, however, the shelves of the sur- 
rounding library would support the statement—that the advo- 
cates of every novel treatment of stricture had ever lavished 
the same praises on their different systems as had been listened 
to that evening. Time could alone test the value of the rival 
schemes; but he was not inclined to think that any one 





in hospital and private practice, upon more than two hundred 
and fifty cases, without any complication of either infiltration 
of urine, abscess, swelled testes, or inconvenience of any kind, 
further than the occasional supervention of a rigor or mild 
attack of stricture fever. He must therefore still retain his 
opinion in favour of his instrument, which had now been 
tested to the utmost. It was perfectly simple, and capable of 
being used by any surgeon who was able to pass a catheter. 
The operation did not require either the previous or after 
retention of a catheter in the bladder ; it was completed in one 
second, however many obstructions there might be ; it did not, 
excepting im very severe cases, require the administration of 
chloroform, and the patients were not confined to the house 
longer than the afternoon in which the operation was per- 
formed ; the pain was of the most trifling description, and the 
danger nil. He would only detain the Society another minute 
in describing the improvement he had lately made in the 
dilator, and which been only completed that day. The 
objections raised to it by some surgeons were, that in its pre- 
sent state you had no positive evidence when you were in the 
bladder, and that the tube might possibly slip from between 
the blades, He had now so improved upon this that it was 
quite impossible the tube could so escape, and the dilator act- 
ing as a catheter permitted the flow of urine. He had no 
hesitation in declaring that, as now manufactured by Messrs. 
Whicker and Blaise, of St. James’s-street, the dilator was as 
perfect as any instrument could possibly be. 

Mr, SoLty was pleased at any proceeding which showed 
the advantage of dilatation over cutting in the treatment 
of stricture. He contended that if an instrument could once 
be passed into the bladder, cutting was unnecessary. There 
oe be cases in which it would be impossible to succeed in 
such an effort, and then incision might become uisite, 
He had never had recourse to the plans recommended by Mr. 
Thompson and Mr. Holt, but had been in the habit of adopting 
@ modification of Mr. Wakley’s plan, previously resorted to by 
Hutton of Dublin. He used a catgut bougie instead of the 
metallic guide, and elastic catheters instead of the silver ones. 
He had used this plan of gradually dilating the urethra with 
much success, In hospital patients he allowed the catheter to 
remain in the bladder for some time, but not more than half 
an hour in private practice. 

Mr. Fercusson said it had been proved thet dilatation of 
the urethra might be effected, even to the extent of a No. 12, 
14, or 16 catheter, in a few minutes, without risk, and effec- 
tually, The mode now adopted for this purpose differed en- 
tirely from what was called *‘ forcing down a stricture” by the 
introduction of a full-sized catheter. This was not unattended 
with danger ; for it was not always possible to tell where the 
point of the instrument would go, or to what extent the urethra 
might be damaged. By the mode employed by either Mr. 
Thompson or Mr. Holt, no such risk was incurred. e (Mr 








system would be found applicable to all cases. It had been 
rood. in tho vatea af tie diebeaien, thah-elde @ shunt 
iod, and in the ice of one surgeon, 250 cases of stricture 
ow, seeing the comparative rarity of cases 

requiring such treatment, we must believe that many strictures 
had been split which would have been treated (by other sur- 
geons) by more simple means. The author of the paper had 
of the success of his treatment depending ‘‘ upon over- 
distension of the fibrous tissue, so as to d , or at all events 
impair, its natural tendency to contract.” He (Mr. Acton) was 
yet to be convinced that over-distension at one sitting would 
accomplish this very desirable end ; for the more he treated 
stricture, and the more he studied the structure which com- 
posed the indiarubber-like mass we had to distend, the less 


structure would at once displace this elastic tissue. Stress had 
been laid during the discussion by more than one 

the advantages of his or their operation as i 

others had been tried and failed. Le Acton ae uae 
practical Fellows of the Society if cases were not t under 
their notice of patients who had been condemned to these 
heroic operations, and who before submitting to them i 
for a second opinion, and who were cured by dilatation 


practical principles of 
which had been gradually gainiag ground since 
employed had been 
Mr. Maunper remarked that, whilst Mr. Holt stated that by 
his instrument the stricture was ruptured, Mr. re called 
his mode of proceeding ‘‘ gradual distension.” Had Mr. Thomp- 
cn eens Oe 


a case in which his operation had been performed? If so, he 
(Mr. Maunder) thought he would have found the stricture to 
have been ruptured. Mr. Maunder related a case of retention 
of urine in which it was necessary to puncture the bladder 
through the rectum. Eventually retention in occurred, 
when Mr. Holt’s tion was performed without difficulty, 
and the patient e a good recovery. 

Mr. Brooke did not believe that Mr. Thompson’s instrument 
would have sufficient power in some cases, such as he had seen 
Mr. Holt operate on. The strain upon the joint was very 
great in Mr. Thompson’s instrament, and no joint could be 
made of sufficient strength to relieve the worst cases of stric- 
ture. In no case that he could conceive of was either internal 
or external incision preferable to sudden dilatation. In the one 
instance there was a decided limit to the extent of the ruptured 

rtion, whilst the incision might extend much beyond the 
imit of safety. 
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Mr. Huixe had employed Mr, Holt’s plan in thirty cases, 
many of which were out-patieuts at the hospital. He had 
never seen any untoward result, though the patients went 
about as usual. He did not regard it as a serious 

The Presipent had in many cases followed 


a difficulty was competent to use an instrument in the urethra 
at all. 1t was, indeed, an ill compliment to surgeons to imagine 
wens tO ee oe” a Secondly, 


iy 


it was not the instrament for two 


: 


y data, io: Mitthe tere then half dilated by a 
— fills the external meatus. The subsequent ——— by 
a bougie sufficed, but if thought necessary it might 

maintained by the distending instrument itself, ‘which formed 
an excellent dilator. He had a patient at this moment who 
preferred it to a bougie for ordinary use. Again, it had been 
assumed on theoretical 

mace om pe in practice the instrument had resisted 
very severe tests, was amply strong enough for its purpose ; 
but he would say again, as ray said ia the paper, that where 
the induration surrounding the urethra was very considerable, 
involving, possibly, the substance of the corpus spongiosum 
throughout, especially when anterior to the scrotum, incision 
was more likely to be ent in its effects than either 
his own or Mr. Holt’s method. He agreed with Mr. Acton 
that this was highly useful in some cases. An important dis- 
tinction existed between forcible catheterism and distension, 
which had been well drawn by Mr. Fe : the dangers of 
that now happily exploded method resulted from tearing away 
the stricture from its connexions, and driving it down the 
urethra. Simple expansion from within outwards, provided it 
was thoroughly efficient, had now been proved to be unattended 
with danger. Finally, it was most satisfactory to him to hear 
from Mr, Holt and others the success which had attended his 
operation, becanse in some ticulars it was closely allied to 
his own proceeding: thus, he contended that Mr. Holt’s opera- 
tion might be tly performed with his (Mr. Thompson's) 
instrument, but that the latter possessed in addition these two 
advantages—first, power to carry the distension to a much 
higher point; and, secondly, that it could be done gradually 
and slowly, so as to over-distend the tissues as much, and 
rupture them as little, as possible. It was on these two grounds 
of difference that he claimed for this proceeding an examination 
and a trial, since he conceived them to constitute an improve- 
ment of no mean value. 


{ 











PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Apart. 2ist, 1863. 
Ma. Prescorr D. Hewert, Present. 


Tue minutes of the last meeting were read and confirmed, 
and new members were 
A report on a case of Di of the Liver was presented by 
Dr. Brinton. 
IMPERFECT DEVELOPMENT OF PENIS. 


Mr. Gay showed a child three years old with a marked 
epispadias, and one of a rare form, which he i 

Dr. Brinton, Mr. Hilton, Mr. Holmes, and Mr, Hulke took 
part in the discussion on this case. 

According to the invitation previously announced, several 
cases of operation about the ankle-joint in the living subject 
(altogether seven in number) were presented by various mem- 
bers of the Society. 

EXCISION OF THE ANKLE-JOINT. 
Mr. Cayron presented a young man from whom Mr. Hancock 


grounds that its power was deficient. _ 


had removed in 1857, for caries, portions of the astragalus and 
inferior surfaces of the tibia and fibula, including the malleoli. 
The result was very satisfactory: be can walk well with an 
apparatus applied to the limb, He was eight months in the 
hospital, five of which were spent in bed. 

Another case of the same kind, also under Mr. Hancock’s 
care, was mentioned, but the patient failed to appear. 


CASES OF M, PIROGOFF’S AMPUTATION, 


Mr. Bryant showed the first case, which was that of a man on 
whom he this operation in 1860. He left the hos- 
pital in ten weeks with the bones united, but some sinuses were 
present. He went into the country, and did not walk till 
some months after. He has a good movable stump, on which 
he can bear his whole weight and lead an active life. 

Mr, Lirrie presented a man on whom Mr. Maunder per- 
formed this operation about two years ago. He was fourteen 
weeks in the hospital, and final healing took place im six 
months, It was a good firm stump, enabling the owner to 
bear his weight on it and walk with facility. 


SYME’S AMPUTATION OF THE ANKLE-JOINT. 


Mr. Hotmes presented a man on whom he performed this 
operation about twelve months ago for caries of the tarsus and 
metatarsus. He was in the hospital five weeks, and the stump 
poms, Wadly, becoming very firm, and bearing the weight 

ectly. 

Pen, Henry amg eal pt age @ young woman, 
| twenty-six, on whom he done this operation in 1857. 
was in hospital about four or five months, and then went to 
Margate, pee she did not improve; but soon after her return 
the stump was sound. She could then bear her weight + 
it, and had an artificial foot made by Weiss, which she 
worn ever since, She has an excellent stump, and performs 
| her duties as teacher in an infant school. 
The second case exhibited by Mr. Thompson was that of a 

young woman aged eighteen, whose foot he removed in July, 
| 1855. She made a good and quick recovery, wears a common 
| circular boot, and walks three miles daily to her avocations in 
| a laundry. 
| A third case shown was that ofa boy, upon whom Mr. Thomp- 
son performed the operation in December, 1861. He was dis- 

charged from the hospital in two months, cured; has worn a 
| circular boot since, and has an excellent stump. 
| Mr. Thompson remarked that these were three out of six 

eases in which he had performed this operation, and were all 
| he could produce at the meeting. He should not now enter 
upon the various points of comparison between Syme’s opera- 
tion and that modification of it in which a portion of the os 
calcis was left in the flap, but only refer to the different results 
which remained after the two operations as regards the kind of 
artificial limb which was applicable afterwards. He thought 
it was very important for the surgeon and the mechanician to 
act in concert in most amputations of the lower extremity; 
and he therefore showed also two artificial limbs to illustrate 
the advantage in relation to this matter which the proceeding 
of Syme offered over that of Pirogoff. In the former, the pa- 
tient enjoyed the advantage of complete ankle-joint movement 
in the limb; while in the other, the stump being so close to 
the there was no room for it, and the best substitute 
that could be applied won ibat ofertas by un i outside 
the limb. One of the artificial limbs exhibited 

ntleman, for whom it was made by Mr. Masters, of 

t-road. The patient weighed cighteen stone, and 
operated upon by Mr. Syme; the stump was excellent, and 
could take active exercise with the limb shown, which suited 
him admirably. He (Mr. Thompson) wished to point out the 
necessity for taking off a sufficient slice of bone, the 
two i, instead of merely removing the lower portion of 
the latter, so as to avoid extreme width and a bulbous 
which was more difficult to fit a 0 ee 
than a stump which tapered y 
wards, In : ly to a question from Mr. Thomas Smith, Mr. 
Thompson said he believed the objection to the bulbous form 
of stump did not materially apply if the common circular shoe, 
which laced round the lower part of the leg, was worn; but it 
did to the artificial leg. 

Mr. Hoimes thought that one 0 e 
operation was that no tus was required, and that a cir- 
cular shoe was sufficient. He doubted the value of an artificial 
limb with the ankle joint movement. 

Mr. Hotwes showed a cast of a foot in which Fracture and 
Dislocation of the Astragalus had taken place, and that bone 
had been removed, 





of Syme’s 
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Dr, Hartey showed a case of Malignant Disease, and de- 
tailed its history and symptoms: a tumour was present, per- 
forating, as it was supposed, one of the w@sophageal arteries, 
from which hemorrhage took place, filling the stomach. 

Mr. Gay showed parts removed from a child he had pre- 
viously exhibited who had some malformation and abnormal 
gro 

CONGENITAL SYPHILIS. 

Dr. Incram showed the testes and a portion of the spleen 
from a child, the subject of enlarged and indurated testis, 
psoriasis of the nails, ulceration at the angle of the mouth, and 
snufiling. Mercurial treatment acted favourably on the testis 
and in other respects, but the child then took measles and died. 
The parts named were shown as illustrations of syphilitic dis- 
ease. The tubular structure was injured in the affected testis. 

RUPTURE OF THE CAROTID FROM FRACTURE OF THE SKULL. 

Mr. Pottock showed this from a man who was found in- 
sensible after a blow from machinery. There was severe frac- 
ture of one temple, involving the orbit ; the brain also protruded, 
and there was much hemorr which was restrained by 
pressure on the carotid artery. He died in three hours, Rap- 
ture was caused probably by a fragment of bone being driven 
in by the concussion. 

The Prestpent remarked that he knew of no authenticated 
case of rupture of the carotid from tracture. This was an 
example of punctured wound involving the artery. He de- 
tailed an interesting case under the care of M. Nélaton, who 
diagnosed a to the carotid behind the eyeball from a thrust 
by an umbrella in the orbit, an arterio-venous aneurism between 
the carotid artery and cavernous sinus, and rupture of the 
abducens nerve. 


Redielus and Aotices of Books, 


On the Cure of Club-foot without cutting Tendons; and on 
certain New Methods of treating other Deformities. By 
Ricard Barwet, F.R.C.S., Assistant-Surgeon to the 
Charing-cross Hospital, &c. [Iilustrated by Engravings on 
Wood. pp. 224. London: Churchill and Sons. 

Some of the more striking advancements which arise at cer- 
tain intervals in the “‘ healing art” unquestionably belong to 
the domain of Surgery. And this holds good more particularly 
as regards one department of Surgery—namely, that in which 
alleviation or cure is effected by what we may regard as me- 
chanical means. At one period, those afflicted with aneurisms 
of certain arteries were doomed to seek for safety through the 
removal of the limb, As time ran on, it was ordained that 
art should offer more; and it saved the limb, but tied the 
vessel, Another revolution came round, and now even the 
risk of deligation was shown to be often unnecessary, and 
pressure was deputed in its place. There was a day likewise 
when men who were unfortunate enough to have calculi in 
their bladders were necessitated to submit to have them cut 
out, unless they would die from “‘a fit of the stone.” Ingenious 
surgeons at length appeared who calmed the more frightened 
victims of the knife, and told them that “ cutting” was not al- 
‘ways necessary. ‘‘ The calculus,” said these innovators, ‘‘may 
be broken up within the bladder.” Farther, almost within our 
own recollection diseased joints which threatened the dura- 
tion of life were got rid of only by cutting them off from the 
limbs above them. Now, the most frequently performed of 
all the major operations is ‘‘ resection,” by which that most 
beautiful specimen of Nature’s handicraft, a joint, is saved as 
much as possible to the body. On the one hand, mechanical 
procedures are adopted to prolong lives which in former 
days would have been sacrificed; and on the other hand, 
many severe and extensive operations have been more or less 
displaced by the spirit of conservative surgery. Nor, ad- 
vanced as we are in these respects, can there be any @ priori 
reason why progress shall not go further. As a proof of this, 
indeed, the work of Mr. Barwell stands prominently forward. 
The assistant-surgeon of the Charing-cross Hospital flies at no 
Jess a quarry than that of surgical innovation in a most impor- 
tant department of his art. 











**The operation of cutting tendons or muscles had been 
haunting the domains of legitimate surgery for about one 
hundred and fifty years, and had been gradually becoming a 
less adventurous proceeding, when, in 1832, Stromeyer demon- 
strated a method of its ce without danger, or at least 
with very little danger, of producing suppuration and sloughing. 
No sooner, however, was this point ished than the opera- 
tion was driven to the most unbounded exaggerations, under 
which it is still labouring. The immediate results were appa 
rently so brilliant that at first the ession, then the public, 
were captivated by the procedure.” —p. 26. 

But if Mr. Barwell be a true prophet, the fair face of 
**tenotomy” is about to become overshadowed, Cutting 
tendons for the cure of talipes is a great mistake, and the next 
advance of the mechanics of surgery is to offer something that 
will displace it. Mr. Barwell, in the work before us, brings 
his gift to the Aisculapean shrine. Though at one time 
charmed, he tells us, with the easy change of form produced in 
most distortions after such an operation, he was pained to find, 
on carefully following up a large number of the cases, in how 
many of them the deformity more or less returned; in how 
many more a different, even an opposite distortion supervened ; 
while power over the limb was actually injured or destroyed in 
so large a majority of instances that its retention appeared 
absolutely exceptional. 

On investigating the causes of this failure, it became appa- 
rent to the author, first, “‘that the anatomical conditions of 
most tendons were much against the probability, even the pos- 
sibility, of their free and unencumbered union” (p. vii); 
secondly, ‘‘ that deformities of the foot—the so-called talipes— 
all primarily affect the front half of the limb, and that the 
mechanical and after-treatment of club-foot by shoes, all of 
which act primarily and principally on the ankle-joint, was 
manifestly ill adapted for the purpose in view.”—p. vii. 

This furnished the clue to what Mr. Barwell regards as the 
fundamental causes of the post-tenotomy failures. 

‘*T perceived, namely, that to fasten the sole, which ought 
to be mobile and free, upon a stiff iron, and to force the con- 
tracted muscles while at rest into a new posture, could only be 
a temporary remedy for the contraction, and must be an in- 
jerious or fatal augmentation of the paralysis, which is the 
* head and front of the offending.’ ”—p. vii. 

The main argaments, then, upon which the author declares 
for an innovation in these mechanics of surgery are—in the 
first place, the comparative imperfectness and tediousness of 
the present method of affording relief; and, in the second 
place, the fact that congenital and non-congenital talipes are 
produced rather by paralysis of certain muscles than by ‘‘ spasm 
or other abnormal contraction” of their opposing ones. 

The theory of causation, then, being essentially wrong, it can 
scarcely be wondered at that the corresponding treatment usually 
adopted is erroneous, Whilst, however, the author affirms (p. 23) 
that morbid contraction of a muscle or set of muscles is hardly 
ever violent enough or persistent enough to cause any permanent 
alteration in the shape of the foot while the opposers remain 
active, he points out that the paralysis affecting a certain set 
of muscles produces deformity in the opposite direction ; that 
is to say, the foot allows of deformity by extension, and vice 
versa. Now, when the limb has yielded in the direction of 
the healthy muscles, the paralysed ones cannot always s0 
quickly and sufficiently recover as to be able to restore by 
their unaided power the proper balance of the foot, The 
weakened muscles still want assistance ; and the way to render 
this in the manner which shall best aid them to overcome the 
difficulty, and to recover from their paralyséd or enfeebled con- 
dition, is that which surgery has to solve. According to our 
author, the problem it has hitherto been working at has not 
been the right one, and the time has come for another innova- 
tion in surgery under the form of ‘‘ the cure of club-foot with- 
out cutting tendons,” 

We do not purpose entering into the details of the new plan 
of treatment proposed by Mr. Barwell. Practical surgeons 


nh memnma.wn6.~e wo eens. 2 








, in how 

in how 
rvened ; 
royed in 
/ppeared 


1@ appa- 
itions of 
the pos- 
(p. vii); 
ali pes— 
that the 
s, all of 
int, was 
i. 
is as the 


Tae Laycet,) NEW INVENTIONS IN AID OF TH 





both an important and a popular one, and the new doctrines 
will most likely give rise to some jousting and tilting in 
the lists of polemical surgery. Viewed in their physiological 
aspect—e,. g., as the denial that severed tendons 
form union between their divided ends rather than with 
the surrounding tissues; in their pathological—e. g., as relates 
to the doctrine that pedal distortion is originally due to para- 
lysis, and not to spasm; and in their practical teaching— 
e. g-, that talipes and tenotomy must for the future part—these 
orthopwdic neologisms from the Charing-cross Hospital will 
assuredly be closely canvassed. Whether Mr. Barwell’s views 
and proposals wil! entirely displace tenotomy in the cure of 
club-foot, or whether they will be allowed to be available in 
particular cases only, remains to be seen. Probably the latter 
may be the fact. But if so, this will not detract from the 
merit which is always due to one who advances practical sur- 
gery. It is not all aneurisms that can be treated either by 
deligation or by pressure, not all calculi that can be crushed in 
the bladder, nor all joints that can be resected. Neverthe- 
less, what an amount of suffering has been saved and safety 
ensured by having recourse to deligation, pressure, lithotrity, 
and resection in proper instances! So it may be with the new 
method. All club-feet may not be readily cured without the 
severance of certain tendons; but a vast number, perhaps, 
may be satisfactorily treated without such division. 








The Natural Laws of Husbandry. By Justus vow Lixsic. 
Edited by Jonn Biyru, M.D. London: Walton and 
Maberly. 

Ayy man who by the application of science has succeeded 
in causing a given acre of land to produce larger crops than it 
had hitherto done, food being thus supplied for the sustenance 
of a greater number of people, may justly be regarded as a 
benefactor of his race, Such a benefactor we behold in Justus 
von Liebig, who, by applying the great powers of his mind and 
his profound chemical knowledge to the subject of agri- 
culture, has expounded those facts and principles whereby the 
earth may be made to yield its fruits in enormously increased 
amount, 

The volume entitled “The Natural Laws of Husbandry,” 
edited by Dr. Blyth, contains the latest researches and views 
of the illustrious author in respect to husbandry, the work 
abounding in information of the most important and practical 
character. 

The old belief entertained was, that in order to produce large 
crops nothing more was necessary than to supply the soil with 
an abundance of manure rich in nitrogen. The fallacy of 
this opinion was first thoroughly demonstrated by Liebig, who 
showed that the mineral constituents of the soil were not less 
important to the character and quantity of the crop than the 
amount of nitrogen. This ‘‘ mineral theory” of vegetation has 
encountered a great deal of opposition in this country, but, 
nevertheless, of its substantial accuracy not a doubt can be 
fairly entertained, and to it in the present volume Liebig still 
adheres, 

Of the matter of the book nothing further need be observed : 
its arrangement is particularly clear and practical. The plant 
is first treated of, then the soil, and lastiy, the special qualities 
of the several manures in use. 

This volume ought to be not merely read by all agriculturists 
and farmers, but should be closely studied, and its recom- 
mendations put into actual practice—an outlay of time and 
thought which will be amply repaid in the profitable form of 
heavy crops. 





AppvEnBrooxe’s Hospitat, Camperpor.—At a Special 
Court, holden on Monday last, the Vice-Chancellor in the 
chair, Dr. Latham, Fellow of Downing College, Cambridge, 
was unanimously elected physician to this institution, in the 
place of Dr. Haviland, resigned. 











Inbentions 


IN AID OF THE 


PRACTICE OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


FLEXIBLE ICE AND WATER BOTTLE. 


Tuts little invention of Mr. Banks is a very useful and inge- 
nious substitute for the old-fashioned, inconvenient, and un- 
cleanly bladder. The recent monograph of Professor Esmarch, 
published by the New Sydenham Society, has drawn attention 
to the numerous useful applications which may be made in 
surgery of ice and cold water in india-rubber bags. This large 
soft bottle of prepared india-rubber is light, very flexible, and 
water-tight. It assumes any form, and may be applied to the 
patient with or without the aid of an attendant. It is durable, 
portable, and not affected by acids or hot climates. The price 
is moderate. 





ASSUMPTION OF PROFESSIONAL NAMES TO 
DESIGNATE QUACK MEDICINES. 
To the Editor of Tae Lancer, 


Str,—I have just received a letter from M. Ricord asking 
me what he can do to prevent the scandalous use now being 
made of his name in London in order to sell a secret remedy 
advertised under the title of ‘‘ Essence of Life.” He goes on to 
say: ‘* You must have seer this announced in the journals for 
a long time past, and I depend upon your kind friendship to 
assist me in putting an end to this infamous traffic (exploitation), 
which those who do not know better might attribute to me. 
I shall be, moreover, most thankfal if you will in Tae Lancer 
make a protest in my name against the system.” 

The advertisement to which M. Ricord alludes is, I presume, 
the following, which I cut out of the Daily Telegraph of the 


28th ult. : — 

“The Vigour of Youth restored in Four Weeks by Dr. 
Ricord’s Essence of Life.—This wonderful agent will restore 
manhood to the most shattered constitution in four weeks, 
Success in every case is as certain as that water quenches thirst. 
Price lls., or four quantities in one for 33s. Seat anywhere, 
carefully packed, for remittance.” 

I fear that M. Ricord cannct hinder this employment of his 
high name to bring grist to the mill of those uuprincipled per- 
sons who only thus use it for the purpose of gulling the public, 
as the public has been already guiled by quack medicines im- 

udently advertised under the names of Cooper, Brodie, and 

k, and as the public will continue to be gulled so long as 

the Government goes shares with the quack in the proceeds of 

his plunder, and contentedly receives its dirty three-halfpence 
of duty on every bottle. : “ 

I shall be pleased to forward to M. Ricord the opinions of 
your subscribers, but I fear he can expect little redress, other- 
wise I should presume the above-named eminent medical men 
would have already taken steps to prevent their names being 
connected with secret remedies, 

With respect to the second request, that I make a protest 
on behalf of my distinguished friend and teacher, lest it be 
supposed that he is in any way mixed up with this discredit- 
able advertisement, I feel you will kindly lend me your assist- 
ance. May I not tell him that no educated man in England 
supposes M. Ricord would lend himself to charlatanism? Per- 
haps, however, you will agree with me in thinking that an 
occasional pretest will be of use in reminding us—who are 
Scomteeet to look upon the matter as one of the inconve- 
niences attendant upon the liberty of the subject enjoyed in 
England-—that the assumption of stable names for the 
vilest purposes is peculiar to Great Britain, and would not be 
submitted to in France. 

Lam, Sir, yours obediently, 
Queen Anne-street, May, 1863. Wa. Acros, M.R.C.S, 


mats Pox aT Winneee.- We hear that the small- 


pox has broken out in the barracks at Windsor. In one regi- 
ment alone eleven cases are reported to have occurred. 
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LONDON: SATURDAY, MAY 9, 1863. 


Nor many weeks have elapsed since we deemed it our 
duty to direct the attention of the profession to the existence 
of an “Anatomical Museum” which purported to be under 
the regulation of a Member of the College of Surgeons. Since 
then the Council of the College has decided to remove that 
persons name from the list of its members, Whether so 
marked an expression of opinion on the part of the Council of 
the College may lead other bodies, whose letters testimonial 
this person holds, to act in a similar spirit, will be shortly 
manifest. This resolution of the Council of the College of 
Surgeons cannot be too highly appreciated, as showing a de- 
termination on the part of that corporate body to promptly 
vindicate its honour as expressed.in the conduct of its mem- 
bers. Should the other Colleges or bodies, whose qualifica- 
tions this person holds, strike his name off their list, as a 
matter of course his pretensions to registration will have ter- 
minated. When the General Council are in possession of such 
facts they may then, by the 28th section of the Medical Act 








ouch ‘gelations involve breaches of corporate professional dis- 
cipline. The conventional rules which the general feelings of 
professional men for mutual satisfaction adopt are binding as 
matters of personal honour, and as such are more properly 
within the recognition of the self-constituted tribunal which 
has created them. We have directed the attention of the pro- 
fession to the necessity of a more distinct and explicit under- 
standing on many unsettled points; and we again affirm that 
until medical practitioners arrive at fixed and definite resolu- 
tions as to what course they had better pursue in complex pro- 
fessional relations, we have no guarantee that the practice of 
to-day may not be questioned to-morrow, without any com- 
munication between the members of the profession thus at- 
tempted to be rendered antagonistic to each other. 

Passing from these considerations, which the 28th and 29th 
sections of the Medical Act have suggested, we direct attention 
to the interpretation which the 3lst and 32nd sections have 
recently received in the cases of Turner v. Rayreit and 
Gipson v. Bupp, heard during the present term. In both 
instances actions were brought for the recovery of fees and 
charges for medical professional services. In the former, the 
question arose as to whether registration at the time of render- 
ing the services was requisite, or whether registration after 
services rendered, and before the trial, would be sufficient 
compliance with the requirements of the Act. The Court de- 


» | cided in the latter alternative, basing their judgment on the 


“if they see fit, direct the Registrar to erase, forthwith, from | oase of HaFFIeELD v. MACKENZIE,” tried in April, 1860, before 


the Register the qualification derived from such College or | 


Chief Baron Picor, in the Irish Exchequer, in which the prin- 


body in respect of which such member was registered, and | ciple of the Act was fully discussed. This judgment bas been 


the Registrar shall note the same therein,” without the Gene- | 


ral Council taking any further steps in the matter. 
the General Council think that the offence which has been so | 
judged by the College of Surgeons is “‘ infamous conduct in 
any professional respect,” they may, by the provision of the 
following section, anticipate any further proceedings on the 
part of other Colleges or bodies, and ‘‘after due inquiry, if 
they see fit, direct the Registrar to erase the name of such 
medical practitioner from the Register.” Before proceeding 
to do so a renewed investigation into the circumstances will 
be necessary, the principle regulating such a course being 
fully discussed in the case of ‘‘ The QuEen on the prosecution 
of Ricuarp ORGAN v. the General Council of Medical Education 
and Registration.”* We have no doubt that the General 
Council will, on the present occasion, manifest a vigilance equal 
to that employed in the instance referred to, when it was deter- 
mined that their powers under the 29th section extend even 
to conduct of which the practitioner has been guilty before re- 
gistration, and that they (the Council) had discretion as tio the 
method of ‘‘ the due inquiry” required by the Act. 

This exercise of authority—the last resort on the part of the 
Council of the College—is, we are glad to declare, very rarely 
ealled for. Their jurisdiction in all matters of an essentially 
professional character has long been recognised, and, when 
appealed to, has been invariably exercised in a manner com- 
mensurate with the expectations of the profession. Why, then, 
it may be asked, is not their tribunal available for the settle- 
ment of those differences we have recently been discussing ? 
The answer is simply this : that no public professional tribunal, 
acting in its public capacity, has ever proved equal to the 
satisfactory arrangement of purely personal relations, unless 
* Law Journal, N. S., Ex. vol. xxx. p. 201. 





Should | 








since quoted in the cases of TaistLeron v. Frewert and 
Wricur v. Greenroyp,? in both of which cases questions 
arose as to the retrospective operation of the Act, when the 
legal maxim ‘‘ Nova constitutio futuris formam imponere debet 
non preteritis” ruled the decision. In the case of TURNER ¥. 
RAYNELL many interesting points have been decided. The 
31st section of the Act reads, ‘‘ Every person registered under 
this Act shall be entitled according to his qualification or 
qualifications to practise,” &c. It was contended that, inter- 
preting these terms, a medical man could only recover for ser- 
vices specially within his particular qualification; and that 
where a partnership existed, if both members of the firm were 
not registered at the time when the debt accrued, one could 
not sue for the professional services of the other. On both 
points the Court ruled that a liability existed, and went be- 
yond all previous decisions in this respect, that it laid down 
as law that if one of the partners only was registered he was 
still entitled to recover for the services rendered by the other, 
even though such services were identical in character with the 
qualification of the registered partner, It is true that the 
Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, in so ruling, said, “A 
medical man might employ an assistant or other person not 
qualified.” If from this we are to infer that it is only when 
the partner is not qualified that recovery for his services is 
possible, we can readily appreciate the justness of the decision. 
If, however, the construction of such ruling admits of a quali- 
fied practitioner evading registration because his legal rights 
are protected by a partnership, we have no hesitation in affirm- 
ing that the provisions of the 13th section, which provides that 
the expenses of the General Council shall be defrayed out of 


* Irish C. L. Rep, 289. 
+ Law Journal, vol. xxxi., Ex. 231. 
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the moneys payable to them for registration, are likely to be 

seriously interfered with, as it is open to anyone who so 

desires it to evade the payment of the registration fee by 

entering into a partnership with a registered practitioner. 

The whole spirit of the Act is eminently protective of the 
medical profession. It removes, on the condition of registry 
as the price of the immunity, local restrictions prevailing 
ander existing laws, by interfering in a qualified manner with 
vested rights, It places the members of the profession on 
a legal equality, and subjects them to the same control. It is 
therefore a matter of the first importance that no loophole be 
open through which authority may be evaded or responsibility 
escaped. If, therefore, the decision of the Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas is to be held binding, we trast that some mea- 
sures will be taken to render qualification and registration 
coincident, or, if not a necessary conjunction, to at least pre- 
vent men, as qualified men, recovering for services, unless, 
whether in partnership or not, they be also duly registered 
practitioners, There can be no question that in both these cases 
substantial justice has been accomplished—that the objections 
raised were of the most technical character, and merited the 
severe observations of the judge. This, however, is not the matter 
we are considering, bat whether it is law that the Medical Act 
can be evaded if it suits the purpose of a practitioner so to do, 
Oa the grounds of public as well as professional policy, we 
think that this decision in Tunver v. Rayne.t is well deserv- 
ing the consideration of the General Council, with a view of 
affording protection from the possible consequences which may 
result from leaving so important a matter an open question. 


. >. 
—_ 


THERE are few subjects connected with Medicine which 
require more tender and cautious handling than the so-called 
‘* Medical Missions.” Fair and unbiassed consideration upon 
the one side, and unprejudiced desire for truthful information 
upon the other, are absolutely necessary. The high character 
and peculiar nature of the principle involved in the discussion, 
and the liability of the latter to become warped both by party 
purpose and theoretic dogmas, necessitate on all sides such a 
union of truth and candour as is somewhat difficult to ensure, 
We have rarely touched upon the topic from this circumstance. 
We very well knew, too, that the words and opinions of the 
most honourable writer are extremely liable to be perverted 
or misunderstood. When the feelings rather than the know- 
ledge of men sit in the judgment-seat, the result is often 
very unsatisfactory. The consequence has been that we have 
declined to discuss the question of ‘‘ Medical Missionaries,” 
However, the recent receipt of a Report from Hong-Kong* 
recalls to our minds that it will be as well no longer to ignore 
the fact that there is an active and by no means very limited 
section of the profession which regards the practice of our art in 
distant nations as the more justifiable, the more ready, and 
the more likely way of spreading the truths of Christianity 
there—or, in other words, of converting the heathen. A few 
go to the extent of maintaining even that practical Medicine 
was from the first intended to be an indispensable agency in 
the activity which the Church is called on to sustain in the 
world.+ We pass over this extreme view, which asserts that 
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the healing of the sick was meant to be “‘a cardinal article in 


the proper official business of the Church,” and that to this 
position it must be again restored, as containing more good 
intention than common sense, We are content to refer to 
those of more moderate views. It is now forty years since 
Mr. Dovatas, of Cavers, first proposed that the missionary 
abroad should be a medical practitioner. ‘‘He who is a 
physician will be pardoned,” said that gentleman, “‘ for being 
a Christian: hearts as well as hareems will be opened to him ; 
for he, more than anyone else, possesses the mollia tem- 
pora fandi.” But long before this Dr. Morrison had been 
sent to China by the London Missionary Society ; and in 1835 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions sent 
Dr. Parker to the same country. The latter commenced his 
labours, however, at Singapore, but afterwards went to Canton, 
at which place he established an ophthalmic hospital. The 
success of Dr. Parker prompted the London Missionary 
Society to increased efforta, Medical missionaries were sent 
out, hospitals and dispensaries were founded, works on ana- 
tomy and physiology translated into Chinese, and Chinese 
youths trained to assist the European officers. Soon a distinct 
** Medical Missionary Society” in China was established, as 
also a ‘‘ Syrian Medical Aid Association” in London. In 1841, 
at the suggestion of Sir Curti~e Earpiey, a society was 
founded in Edinburgh under the title of ‘‘The Edinbargh 
Association for sending Medical Aid to Foreign Countries,” 
and which has since taken up independent ground of its own, 
and sent out medical missionaries to different places. The 
result of these efforts has been, that we have now in dif- 
ferent regions of the globe many active men working in the 
double capacity of healers of the sick and propagators of the 
principles of Christianity. China has all along been a favourite 
field of labour, and one from which we have the most recent 
Report. 

From this Report we gain the information that the twenty- 
fourth annual meeting of the Medical Missionary Society had 
been held, That the Society has an hospital at Canton, and a 
dispensary in Fuh Shan and another at Shia-Hing. In Canton 
15,928 patients, at Fuh-Shan 6205, and at Shiu-Hing 2560 
patients had received relief during the year, and some S00 
children had been vaccinated. About 200 surgical operations 
had been performed. The diseases treated have been such as 
are usually met with in hospitals in China: the more common 
were—affections of the eye, intermittent fever, bronchitis, 
rbeumatism, scrofula, syphilis, diseases affecting the skin, 
ulcers, dyspepsia, dropsy, and the results of opium-smoking. 
Syphilis would appear to play considerable havoc amongst the 
Chinese, as do the baneful effects of opium-smoking. Cases 
of dry gangrene seem to be not unfrequent, The vaccine 
department has been continued with satisfactory results, al- 
though the effort to maintain it during the hot months has 
failed. Past experience will, however, be a guide for the 
future; and it is hoped that hereafter the succession of lymph 
will be kept up throughout the year. The importance of this 
department is made apparent from the fact that native vacci- 
nators use lymph which is almost altogether inert, and cases of 
small-pox after vaccination, as might be expected, frequently 
occur. Of course the members of the Medical Mission have 
other matters to think of than merely advancing Medicine by 
any such admirable reports as those to be met with in a work 
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recently noticed in these pages—namely, Dr. Gorpon’s ‘‘ China 
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in a Medical point of view.” Their primary duty, indeed, 
would appear to be to advance religion; and only so far as 
Medicine may aid this do they care for the latter. The chapels, 
and the services and other religious duties, are as indispen- 
sable to the medical missionaries as are the laboratory and 
instrument-room. 

The great and important question finally presents itself to 
us— What is the success of medical missions, and of the Chinese 
Mission in particular? So far as such success relates to 
relieving a large amount of bodily suffering and offering 
protection from small-pox, we may honestly say that a con- 
siderable amount of good is done. 
intended as stepping-stones to something which the missionaries 
think much higher—namely, the spread of Christianity amongst 
the people of China. Well, what is the success of the Mission 
here? The Report, as might be expected, helps us very little 
beyond its good aspirations. Including the patients and their 
attendants, the officers and their families, ‘‘ not less than 500 
persons have enjoyed regular daily instruction on the all-im- 
portant subjects revealed in Gop’s Word. Some of these persons 
were from distant provinces, and many of them from remote 
parts of this province. On returning to their homes they are 
supplied with Christian tracts and books. Among their friends 
and neighbours these books and the doctrines taught at the 
hospital naturally become subjects of conversation ; the know- 
ledge received is imparted to others. In this and a thousand 
other ways truth is silently and imperceptibly undermining the 
great systems of error and superstition which shroud this great 
land in worse than Egyptian darkness. Sooner or later they 
must fall, and men will be astonished, because they do not see 
the agencies at work, or do not consider that Gop works out 
mighty results with apparently very inadequate means.” 

We sincerely trust that all this may be true; but we repeat that 
the strongest evidence in its favour which has been presented to 
us is to be met with in the above quotation. And it is to be ob- 
served, that positive evidence of some amount counterbalances 
even that. To say nothing of the political and social history 
of the Chinese people for the last five years, and the very evi- 
dent nature of the esoteric opinion held by the celestials con- 
cerning the ‘‘outer barbarians,” what writes Dr. Gorpon? 
“Tn concluding this brief chapter [on Hospitals in China], it 
may not be altogether out of place if I add one or two remarks 
in regard to hospitals in connexion with mission schemes. It 
is almost needless for me to state in this place that the one 
established by us had no connexion with any religious sect or 
denomination. It mattered not to us what was the particular 
belief or superstition of our patients. It was sufficient for us 
that they were sick or suffering from some bodily injury. Some 
missionaries did, I believe, find their way into the establish- 
ment, and it is for us to hope that their visits were not unat- 
tended by success. From what I did observe, however, at 
this hospital, and learned from some of our countrymen on the 
spot who were able to converse in the native language, I am 
convinced that the establishment of hospitals for the treatment 
of the sick in China as a means of converting the natives of 
that country to Christianity, is not calculated to be successful. 
By means of our surgery, as by the introduction of any of our 
other sciences, we pave the way for the introduction of our 
philosophy and religion ; but to endeavour to bring about the 
conversion of a native while he is helpless, prostrated by dis- 
ease or accident, for the treatment of which alone he considers 


But these benefits are only 
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that he was brought to the hospital, looks, in his eyes, and in 
those of his countrymen, very much like taking an advantage 
of him. I am fully aware how delicate is the nature of the 
question upon which I now touch. Every man has a right to 
hold his own opinions upon it as upon all others; and while | 
express mine, those of my readers who differ from me are, no 
doubt, quite justified in doing so.”—Op. cit., p. 438. 

We need scarcely say that it is for the very purpose of reap- 
ing the advantages here alluded to that Medicine is made the 
handmaid of missionary lebour. That it makes much out of 
them in the end is, it will be seen, very questionable. Farther, 
we may add, that in the April number of Blackwood an 
article upon Chinese matters will be found, the perusal of 
which will incline the reader to pt the lusions of Dr, 
Gorpon rather than those of the Medical Missionary Society. 

Favourable as we must be to any attempt on the part of our 
brethren to disseminate the truths of Christianity, through 
their efforts in alleviating the bodily suffering of the heathen, 
it cannot be denied that hitherto those efforts have not been so 
successful as the friends of progress must earnestly desire. 





<i 
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Tue past winter was remarkable for its warmth and open- 
ness, Autumn was prolonged, as it were, and the spring ad- 
vanced, into the midst of the winter months. The one season 
had scarcely ended before the other commenced. It would 
almost seem as if the Laureate’s invocation in his ‘‘ Welcome” 
to the Princess of Waixs— 

“ Break happy land into earlier flowers! 
Make music, O bird, in the new-budded bowers |" — 

had been responded to, and that our hills and valleys had 
joined in the mighty rejoicing of the nation. The thrush was 
in fall song; the peach tree and the apricot had opened their 
blossoms, and the maple its flowers; the elm and the sycamore 
had put forth their buds, and the chestnut and larch their 
leaves; the air was laden with the sweet odour of the haw- 
thorn; the meadows were flush with violets and primroses, 
coltsfoot and periwinkle, and the gardens rich with crocuses, 
aconites, and hepaticas, when the Royal Dane set her foot on 
these shores as a denizen. 

The winter, indeed, was one of the warmest on record. The 
mean temperature of December, January, and February (42°5°) 
was closely approached in 1845, and it was exceeded in 1546, 
1834, and 1795. The winter of 1795 was the warmest recorded 
over a period of ninety-two years. Twice only, as far as trust- 
worthy records extend, has the mean temperature of the first 
three months of the present year (42°6°) been exceeded—in 
1834 and 1846, All over the country the weather in February 
and March, Mr. GLatsHer reports, ‘‘ was remarkably fine and 
mild.” 

Rare as winters such as the past have been, it is not impro- 
bable they may become rarer. The Astronomer Royal, com- 
menting a week ago on the change which had been observed at 
Greenwich in the phenomena of terrestrial magnetism since 
1845, remarked that it was such as might be expected to take 
place if the climate of the northern hemisphere were to become 
more wintry in character, while that of the southern remained 
unaltered. The prospect of such a change can scarcely be re- 
garded with regret, if the influence of warm winters upon the 
public health is to be estimated from the past season, Its 
sickliness was as remarkable as its mildness, ‘* People,” says 
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the » Registrar-General, «“ died in the quarter at the rate of 
20,000 in a year, whose lives would have been saved if epi- 
demics or atmospheric causes of 2 nature unfavourable to health 
had not been in greater force than usual.” Fatally as a low 
temperature may affect the aged, a certain degree of .cold is 
necessary for the restoration of the enfeebled vigour and re- 
laxed condition of the system induced by the heat of summer. 
A prolongation of the peculiar conditions of the autumnal 
season into the winter months is the prolongation of those con- 
ditions which are most apt to foster epidemic outbreaks of dis- 
ease, and an extension of that period in the cycle of the year 
when the individual is least able to resist the morbific causes 
which surround him. Hence we read in the mortality returns 
for the quarter of fever being active in many parts of the 
country, and of measles and scarlatina being widely prevalent, 
and very fatal. Scarlatina and measles appear to have been 
general over the whole kingdom, and in Yorkshire and the 
northern counties, as in London, small-pox was epidemic. 

Bat if the warmth of the winter acted unfavourably upon the 
health of the population generally, it was otherwise with the 
people of the cotton districts. The North-West counties alone, 
Chester and Lancashire, of the eleven registration divisions, 
showed a diminution of mortality in the past quarter as com- 
pared with the corresponding quarter of 1862, The cold of 
winter had been chiefly dreaded as the days shortened and the 
autumn came to an end. The food doled out to the unemployed 
operatives, although scanty, had sufficed to maintain health. 
Clothing and fuel were forthcoming to a greater or less extent. 
But who could foretell the effects of severe cold upon an im- 
perfectly fed and badly clothed people, among whom, even at 
that time, typhus had found a lodgment? Happily the dreaded 
contingency of an intemperate season did not occur, and the 
cotton districts now, as before the winter, maintain that condi- 
tion of health which affords the most remarkable and sig- 
nificant insight into the evil sanitary conditions under which 
the prosperity of the cotton manufacture has been achieved 
and maintained, 


Medical Annotations. 





“Ne quid nimis,” 


PHARMACOPCEIAL ANOMALIES. 

Ir is well known that the principal London hospitals have 
each a nosocomial compilation of formule used commonly as 
approved medicines and applications, and which for the sake 
of uniformity and convenience are generally prescribed by the 
medical officers and kept ready in the dispensary. These 
formule representing at each hospital the favourite mixtures 
of their medical officers, and those which their experience has 
shown to be best suited to the more ordinary forms of disease, 
a good deal of interest always attaches to them, They have 
usually a wide circulation among the students of each hos- 
pital, who there learn the composition of the mixtures habitu- 
ally ordered under an arbitrary and short title on the patients’ 
cards, and become accustomed to use in after life certain forms 
which they have heard well spoken of and seen mach employed 
in the wards by their teachers. 

Each of the larger hospitals has such printed collections of 
forms ; and Mr. Peter Squire, the well-known President of the 
Pharmacsutieal Sesisty, lately conceived the happy idea of 
making a classified combination of the thirteen Pharmacopceias 
of London hospitals as a work of reference likely to be accept- 
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able to the medical profession and pharmaceutists. A very 
curious result, however, is obtained by comparing together the 
formule which pass under the same title. The difference is 
striking and altogether anomalous. The same denomination is 
used for compounds of most remarkably different strength. 
This variation is so great that it may well be supposed to be 

ttended with considerable disadvantage and possible danger. 
A few ordinary examples will suffice to show the nature and 
extent of these peculiarities. {f we take such an article as 
acidum nitro-hydrochloricum, we find that at Middlesex Hos- 
pital by this name is meant a compound consisting of nitric 
acid, two drachms; hydrochloric acid, two drachms; distilled 
water, five drachms, At St. George’s—nitric acid, four drachms; 
hydrochloric acid, six drachms, undiluied. At Westminster— 
nitric acid, four drachms ; hydrochloric acid, four drachms, un- 
diluted, It is obvious that any practitioner whose ideas of 
nitro-muriatic acid and its potency were formed at Middlesex 
Hospital might fall into an inconvenient error should that title 
be interpreted by the dispenser according to the standard of 
St. George’s or Westminster Hospitals. Then if we pass to 
collyria, we may observe that whereas a Westminster man 
who speaks of collyrium aluminis means a solution containing 
about three grains and three quarters to the ounce of water, 
a St. Bartholomew's man means by that same term a solution 
of eight grains to the ounce. Turning over the leaves at ran- 
dom, we notice that a haustus sennz includes from two to four 
drachms of sulphate of magnesia according to the hospital at 
which it is prescribed; an enema of assafcetida, from four to 
eight drachms of the tincture ; gargarisma eruginis,—a highly 
poisonous compound,—from one part of liniment. zeruginis in 
four to one part in sixteen ; garg. boracis, from one drachm in 
two ounces to one drachm in six ounces; garg. capsici, from 
one drachm of the tincture in four ounces to one drachm in ten 
ounces ; garg. hyd. bichlorid., from four grains in eight ounces 
to four grains in fifteen ounces ; garg. sod chiorin., from four 
drachms in two ounces to four drachms in twelve ounces ; lini- 
mentum aconiti, from one drachm of the tincture to five 
drachms of liniment, to equal parts of the tincture and diluent; 
linimentum olei crotonis, from equal parts of the oil and rec- 
tified spirit to one part ia seven, one in eleven, in sixteen, and 
even twenty-four. 

These observations extend only to a third part of the book ; 
but from these it may be inferred how great the disparity is, 
and how far it is from the same thing being meant by the same 
name in different hospitals. Moreover, such an instance as the 
last may suggest a hint fora little pharmaceutical amendment of 
the construction as well as the potency of some of the formule, 
Croton oil liniment is made differently at nearly all the hos. 
pitals ; and at most it is certainly very badly made. Thus at 
St. Bartholomew’s and Guy’s Hospitals it is made by adding a 
drachm of the oil to seven of the compound camphor liniment ; 
at Middlesex Hospital by combining one drachm of the oil with 
one drachm of rectified spirit ; at St. George’s, London, and 
the Consumption Hospitals by combining with soap liniment ; 
and at the Ophthalmic Hospital with glycerine. We speak 
subject to correction; but we believe it to be true that these 
are all highly unpharmaceutical formule, inasmuch as neither 
glycerine, spirit, soap liniment, nor compound camphor liniment 
dissolves the oil, while olive oil or simple camphor liniment does 
it perfectly. The only hospital at which the formula given is 
correct is St. Mary’s. 

The publication of the new Pharmacopoia (whenever that 
may take place, whether towards the end of the present year 
as now intimated, or at the miJlennium) will afford an occasion 
for revising the hospital formularies to bring them into uni- 
formity with the new standard ; and we hope that the oppor- 
tunity will be taken of obtaining a concerted action of the hos- 
pital authorities with the view of amending any defective 
formule such as that which we have indicated, and of obtaining 
a general uniformity of strength in those compounds which bear 


the same name at the various institutions. 
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METAPHYSICAL TAXATION. 


Mr. GLApsToNE has the happy art of reconciling the utmost 
extremes of opinion and action ; he harmonizes a whole series 
of discords by a singularly complex form of reasoning, which 
enables him to reject the obvious in favour of the abstruse. At 
the very moment when he puts forward common-sense reasons 
which the world holds to be decisive in favour of any particular 
course, and when it may be anticipated that he is about to act 
on them, he substitutes certain transcendental theories of a 
totally different bearing, and ultimately wanders to the very 
opposite pole from that where he might have been expected to 
rest. 

Mr. Gladstone has the most enlightened appreciation of the 
peculiar position of the members of the medical profession, and 
their claims to be exempted from some of the burdens of the 
State. He admitted last week that precarious incomes de- 
served exemption from the Income-tax ; and, said the Chan- 
cellor, ‘‘ if we are to proceed to the relief of precarious incomes, 
we must take first the case of professional men. It is the 
strongest, because, generally speaking, persons in professions, 
not so much when they are on the top of the wave of success 
as in their first struggles, are obliged to live close up to their 
incomes, and even beyond them. I have heard gentlemen in 
the medical profession, for instance, now of great eminence, 
mention the number of years through which they had to 
struggle on some independent resources of their own before 
they obtained a subsistence from their profession; and the 
same thing is true of the law.” Nevertheless, he concluded 
that he should do nothing to aid in giving relief, because, said 
he, ‘‘ you must furnish us with new definitions of the terms 
* precarious’ and ‘ professional,’ and I say that task is not only 
difficult but impossible.” 

Thus were we wrecked on a definition ; and it will be but 


poor consolation to the straggling professional man writing a 
large cheque for Income-tax to know that he is so mulcted by 
reason of lexicographical difficulties. 

The hospitals and other institutions supported by charity 
were marked out to suffer by a similar literary imposition 


of taxation. In speaking of the claims of hospitals to in- 
dulgence from the State, Mr. Gladstone used language worthy 


of his philanthropic character and just perception of social | 
relations. He said: ‘* The case of the hospitals is by far | 
the best, and in hospitals I include everything which em- | 
braces the relief of involuntary ailments—dispensaries, infir- | 
Hospitals probably amount to | 
| on a table, and it lost two ounces and a half of blood in the 
because they involve so little of the vicious and corrupting | 
| of the face and neck were agitated with rapid convulsions, and 


maries, and lunatic asylums, 
nearly one-fourth of the charities, and they give the best case, 


element of patronage. When we speak of a charity, as a 
general rule we speak of some administrator or dispeuser of 
charity who derives consequence and importance from manag- 


in the case of hospitals, within the limits of certain distances, 
their doors are open to all who suffer from poverty, misery, 
and disease, and patronage does not exist. There is no fear of 


stimulating disease by a multiplication of hospitals, and there | 


is no waste in canvassiog. It is perfectly true that in the case 


of many charities the candidates spend more in the canvass | 


than the presentation is worth. But in the case of hospitals 
there is no canvassing, there is no expectancy, there is no 
fraudulent pretence, there is no ill-will. 
man perhaps of all others in this country who most happily 
united a high character for benevolence with the character of a 
sound political economist, was not ashamed to say that, while 


he proscribed most of the foundations termed charitable, he | 


admitted that great benefits were derived from hospitals.” 
Singularly enough, Mr. Gladstone concluded from this, not 
that the foundations devoted to purposes so noble should be 


exempt, but that they might be dealt with no matter how | 
roughly ; for he said that, by reason of their very merits and | 
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| other character. 
ing that charity which he would not otherwise possess, But | 


Dr. Chalmers, the | 
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the public necessity for them, the want of hospitals was more 
easily supplied by voluntary contributions; and he believed that, 
if any calamity swept from the surface of the earth the great 
and wealthy endowed hospitals, the liberality ef the public 
would immediately supply accommodation for all who required 
it. Moreover, he was of opinion that an exemption was iden- 
tical with a donation—that if he abstained from taking five 
pounds out of his neighbour’s pocket when he had a chance, it 
was equivalent to putting five pounds into it, Hence, by this 
process of reasoning, Mr. Gladstone elaborately demonstrated 
that the State was in the habit of annually making large dona- 
tions to these institutions, which he proposed to revoke. The 
logical puzzle between exemption and donation was, however, 
solved by the House, and the hospitals escaped the meta- 
physical tax-gatherer. Let us bope that shortly Mr. Gladstone 
may also be supplied with the required definitions of the words 
‘* precarious” and ‘* professional,” and that the incomes of the 
members of the medical profession may then be less heavily 
taxed. 


ANIMAL LIFE. 


Tuer French correspondent of The Times gives an account 
of some experiments recently made in Paris as to the most 
humane mode of depriving oxen and other animals of life. He 
says that ‘‘ the conservator of the Paris slaughterhouses, being 
of opinion that the mode of slaughtering oxen by kuocking 
them on the head with a heavy metal instrament must cause 
the animal excessive pain, endeavoured to discover another 
mode to avoid this suffering, and at the same time to preserve 
the slaughtermen from the danger to which they are exposed 
in the performance of this disagreeable duty. He thought that 
enervation would accomplish this object, and this opinion was 
founded on the doctrine taught by physiologists, who assert 
that the separation of the spinal marrow at once destroys 
animal life. Experiments were tried on more than one hundred 
oxen, and it was demonstrated that although the ox was more 
quickly put to death, his sufferings were not the less excru- 
ciating, inasmuch as his entire vitality was preserved, and 
death did not ensue until after an agony of fifteen or sixteen 
minutes. These experiments were repeated on calves and 
sheep, and, in place of merely cutting the spinal marrow, the 
head was separated from the body in order to observe the de- 
gree of vitality which would still remain in each of the sepa- 
rated parts. A calf was suspended, and a butcher’s boy cut 
his head off with a knife, This operation was accomplished 
in a quarter of a minute, The head was immediately placed 


space of six minutes, During the first minute all the muscles 


during the two following minutes the convulsions assumed an- 
The tongue was stretched out of the mouth, 
which opened and closed alternately; the nostrils opened as if 
the animal experienced a difficulty of breathing. The convel- 
sions became more active when the tongue or nostrils were 
pricked with a needle. When the hand was applied to the 
mouth or nostrils, respiration was felt to be continued by the 
air entering and coming out. When a finger was brought 
within an inch of the eye, in the direction of the pupil, the eye 
was quickly closed, as if it wished to avoid the touch of the 
finger, and the same result followed at several intervals, At 
length the eye did not close until the eyelid was touched. It 
was remarked that the eye remained closed as long as the 
finger remaived in contact with it. These ph ab e 
gradually weaker, and ceased entirely after four minutes, Even 
then, when the spinal marrow was pricked with a needle, the 
convulsions recommenced in the entire face, tongue and eyes. 
After the sixth minute all contraction ceased. While these 
experiments were being performed, the body, which remained 
suspended, was greatly agitated. The agitation ceased gra- 
dually, and was replaced by feeble contractions, which con- 
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tinued morejthan an hour. But this was always observed, in 
whatever manner the throat was cut. Forty calves and fifty 
sheep were decapitated, and they all presented the same phe- 
nomena, The director of the Paris slaughterhouses convinced 
himself by these experiments that an ox suffered more by being 
decapitated than by being struck down with a heavy bar of iron ; 
and that the bar, by producing an immediate stupefaction, pre- 
vents the animal from suffering, while the bleeding, immediately 
effected, deprives him of life before the head recovers senss- 
tion.” P 
It is obvious that in this record of the experiments, the 
painless nature of reflex movements is not properly considered ; 
and the experimenter should procure the assistance of a good 
physiologist in order to explain the character of the results 
observed. In that case he will probably arrive at very different 
conclusions from those above stated. 


MR. PROPERT’S APOLOGY. 


THERE are few who will not read with surprise the public 
apology which Mr. Propert has tendered to Mr. Adams, as an 
amende for the gross insults and grievous injuries which he 
has showered upon him. Mr. Propert acknowledges now, after 
months of silence and insinuation, that he never had any foun- 
dation for the line of conduct which he pursued, other than the 
ex-parte statements of the persons whom he backed in their 
infamous attack. He preferred to believe the scandalous gossip 
of these women, for months before the trial, rather than inquire 
into facts. He turned a deaf ear to the statements made to 
him by the most respectable and unprejudiced professional 
gentlemen, such as Mr. Toynbee and Mr, Kesteven, who 
offered him information as to the character and past career of 
his protégées, He refused even to have any communication 
with those who desired to lay before him the certified history 
of the trath in respect to the circumstances of this case. He 
constituted himself judge without hearing evidence; he went 
so far as to stigmatize Mr. Adams with disgraceful epithets 
before the trial, and throughout afforded comfort and support 
to his assailants. Even after the trial he is publicly alleged to 
have maintained relations with them. For all the long months 
that Mr. Propert has allowed his disgraceful immobility to 
scandalize the profession, it has been whispered and reported 
that he was holding back because he had good reasons to give 
for his continued belief in the trustworthiness of the Russells, 
and that he abstained from explanations from motives of 
charity to Mr. Adams. For weeks and months he has silently 
permitted this shameful report to gain currency. When openly 
appealed to by Mr. Adams, in the last correspondence which 
we published, as to the authenticity of such a statement, re- 
ported as from his own mouth by a respectable member of the 
profession, Mr. Propert had not even then the candour and 
good feeling to avow his opinion, but evaded the question 
plainly put to him. 

At last he has been driven to the wall by the sheer force of 
obloquy, and a more lamentable document than the apology 
he has produced as a reparation to Mr. Adams was never, we 
think, made public. He avows everything, and exculpates Mr. 
Adams, without explaining anytbiag. Such a statement cannot 
even be read without its bringing a flush of shame and indig- 
nation to the cheek. For all the scandal which he has caused, 
not a shadow of foundation ; for the grievous injury to another 
man’s reputation, not a tittle of reason; for the enormous 
pecuniary damage, not a farthing of reparation offered. His 
case, as he himself states it, is so bad that no man could pen a 


apology. But he will hardly be so sordid, or suffer | j 


satisfactory 

the world to believe him so sordid, as not to offer a solid and 
liberal compensation for the great loss which Mr. Adams has 
suffered mainly through him. The circumstances are so bad 
that the most eloquent could not hope to extenuate them, in 
amending the document which he has furnished. Bat there is 
one way in which his pen may suitably express his regret. The 





only apology, indeed, which can redeem Mr. Propert in any 
degree should be written in the form of a draft on his bankers 
for £500 towards the £1000 which the trial cost Mr. Adams. 


THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND LIFE ASSURANCE 
OFFICES. 

Tue Report of the annual meeting of the Briton Medical and 
General Life Association, (with which is incorporated the New 
Equitable Life Assurance Company,) which we print elsewhere, 
testities very strongly to one important point. It shows that any 
company or body of men, basing their proceedings upon a just 
principle, and carrying it out with energy and determination, 
cannot fail of success, The New Equitable rested its claim to 
public and professional favour entirely upon the principle of 
acting fairly and liberally towards the medical profession, and 
in a few years we see as the result one of the most flourishing 
life offices in the kingdom. The New Equitable had a vigorous 
growth of its own; but it first amalgamated with the Medical, 
Legal, and General, which had previously adopted its prin- 
ciples; then it became fused with the Briton, and the united 
offices have recently absorbed the Unity; at each change 
acquiring new strength and influence, without sacrificing an 
iota of principle. We confess to some regret at losing the old 
familiar name of the ‘‘ New Equitable;” but its far-seeing 
Founder lived to wish that it should become more distinctly 
medical in its designation, and the special permission of the 
Board of Trade has now been given to the present title— 
namely, ‘Tae Barron Mepicat and GeveraL.” However 
names may change, principles are indestructible ; and we con- 
gratulate the profession that sound medical principles shoald 
predominate in a great office, well worthy of its support, and 
sure, as years roll on, to render medical opinion of more and 
more value in the conduct of the great and beneficent work of 
Life Assurance. 





MR. ADAMS AND MR. PROPERT. 


We, the undersigned, having been delegated with full and 
unrestricted authority to arbitrate in the matter in dispute be- 
tween Mr. John Propert and Mr. William Adams, arising out 
of the late trial of “‘ Russell v. Adams,” are of opinion that the 
subjoined document, signed by Mr. John Propert, should be 
considered as a satisfactory and an honourable settlement of the 


“1 am willing to admit that I ought to have complied with 


the request con to me in Mr. Macrell’s letter, dated 
December 30th, 1561, and have conferred with that gentleman, 


as Mr. Adams's legal adviser, in relation to the of 
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Correspondence, 


“ Andi alteram partem.” 


EXAMINERS AT THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF 
SURGEONS. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer, 

Sin,—I thigk most of the profession will agree with me in 
thinking it the duty of a teacher to protect a pupil, as far as 
possible, at a public examination ; and I, therefore, make this 
public protest against the general bearing of one of the Court 
of Examivers at the Collegs of Surgeons towards the pupils 
under examination, I need hardly tell the younger members 
of the profession that I allude to Mr. Casar Hawkins, 

A severe examination fairly conducted no one would uphold 
more than myself; but it is not fair to conduct an examination 
in such a captious manner as Mr, Hawkins almost invariably 

It is not always easy for a young man, however well 
prepared, to have anatomical terms at the tip of his tongue, 
particularly when taken rapidly from one part to another, as is 
done at the College ; and it is too bad for Mr. Hawkins to add 
to a student’s difficulties by accusations of wasting time and 
delaying purposely with the view of shirking the examination. 

Students’ accounts of examinations are always to be received 
cum grano, whether they pass or not; but I am not speaking 
without cause on ths present occasion, which is not the first by 
many on which I have heard loud complaints of Mr, Hawkins’s 
behaviour ; and I believe that teachers in other schools will 
agree with what I have said. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
CuristopHer Heatu, F.R.C.S., 


May, 1963, Lecturer on Anatomy at the Westminster Hospital. 





PURE VACCINE LYMPH. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


‘Srr,—Pure vaccine lymph, taken at the proper period for 
vaccination, is amorphous and transparent. Examined by the 
microscope, it is found to contain no globules resembling those 
of either blood or pas, 

If, in any doubtful case, the lymph, when so examined, is 
seen to contain any such corpuscles, it should not be used for 
the purpose of vaccination.—I am, Sir, yours &c., 

Savile-row, May 6th, 1863. Henry Lez, F.R.C.S, 





' HEALTH ASSURANCE OFFICES. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Srr,—My attention has been called to certain articles which 
appeared in Tue Lancer relative to the great want existing 
amongst medical and other professional men of a means of pro- 
viding against sickness, and inability to follow their ordinary 
occupations, With a view to meet this want, the directors o 
this Company several years ago succeeded, after considerable 
trouble and expense, in establishing, upon equitable terms, a 
branch for allowances in sickness, combined with assurance, or 
sickness allowance alone—a feature of assurance particularly 
cot to the wants of professional men, and supplying them 
with the same advantages that are derived by the working 
classes from benefit clubs. The operations of this branch are 
not extended to the working, but are confined exclusively to 
the middle, classes, Assurances can be effected as follows :— 
Sickness allowance alone, assurance combined with sickness 
allowance, and, at a lower premium, assurance combined with 
sickness allowance ; in the event of death the amount of sick- 
ness allowance paid in during life is deducted from the policy. 

fam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Henry Hvuxzen, Secretary. 

British Prudential Assurance Company, May, 1863. 





SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION, 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—I beg to enclose a copy of a letter sent by me to the 
Board of Directors of the parish of St. Pancras. It was received 
at their meeting on the 28th ult., and the subject was dis- 


© 
If you will give the accompanying letter a place in your 





columns, I have no doubt that it will elicit a strong feeling 


in favour of the plan I have proposed for the extension of vac- 
lam, Sir, faithfully yours, 
ABSHALL, M.R.C,S. 


To the Directors of the Poor and Vestrymen of the Parish of 
St. Pancras, 


cination, 


Aldenham-street, May, 1863. Joun 


GenTLEMEN,—The present epidemic of small-pox, so far as it 
affects this parish, and more i the workhouse infirmary, 
has already been brought under your notice. I am anxious, 
however, as a medical practitioner residing in the parish, to 
call your attention to certain important facts in connexion with 
the subject. 

** During the first quarter of the present year no fewer than 
388 fatal cases (of small pox) have been registered in London, 
the total number for the year 1861 not exceeding 215; and 
daring the first three monthsof the present year, nearly 450 cases 
have n admitted into the Small-pox Hospital, while many 
patients have been almost daily refused admission for want of 
room.” I quote the above statement from Tue Lancer. 

The value of vaccination as an antidote to and preventive of 
small-pox is so well known and so generally admitted that I 
may safely assert that, had vaccination been universally prac- 
tised, such an epidemic of small-pox would have been an im- 
possibility, and this most loathsome and fatal disease would 
soon be almost if not quite extinct. It cannot be too generally 
known that the mortality among patients who take small-pox 
after vaccination has been properly performed is remarkably 
small—not more than one per cent. 

It ee becomes the duty, not only of the local autho- 
rities, but of every medical man, especially to promote in every 
possible way the extension of vaccination ; onl anne 
that the present limited number of district vaccinators is one 
cause that vaccination has been so much neglected in this and 
other parishes, 

[ am only expressing the opinion of a large number of m 
professional brethren when I say, that if every legally quali 
poustianes in this parish were ee the directors of 
the to vaccinate the child or chi every poor 
ra under his notice, and be remunerated for on 
cessful case, not only would a large number of persons be vac- 
cinated who now escape the attention of the district vaccinators, 
but such an epidemic as the present would never again occur. 

_ Al Nragmomey poninciogy: Seder matiag? wit ao 
in every possible way, | question expediency i 

it by means of fines (as sanctioned by Act of Parliament) ; 

I believe that the plan I have proposed woald be the most 
effectual means of carrying out the provisions of the Vacci- 
nation Act, te 

Trusting you will give the subject your earnest consideration, 

Lam, Gentlemen, yours faithfully, 
Joun MarsHaut, M.&.C.8, &, 
Aldenham-street, Charrington-street, April, 1963. 





THE CALABAR BEAN AS A NEW AGENT IN 
OPHTHALMIC MEDICINE, 
To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Srr,—I have been recently performing experiments at the 
Kent County Ophthalmic Hospital by applying to the conjune- 
tive of both healthy and diseased eyes a solation of extracts 
(of different strength) of the Calabar bean, as advised 
Dr. Argyll Robertson, in a paper read before the Edin 
Medico -Chirurgical Society February 4th, 1863; and these 
experiments have been attended with the most sati 
results, contraction of the pupil occurring shortly after its ap- 
plication to the same extent as dilatation of the papil occuts 
after a solution of atropine has been dropped on the. com- 
junctiva. 

Mr. Becker, the house-surgeon, wil] in the course of a short 
time forward to you a detailed statement of the cases. 

So far as I have given it a trial, I quite think, with Dr. 
Robertson, “‘ that in the Calabar bean we possess an 
that will soon rank as one of the most valuable ia the ophi 
mic pharmacopeia,”’—I remain, Sir. yours faithfully, 

‘oun Wootcort, F.R.C.S., 
Surgeon to the Kent County Ophthalmic 
Mai 








Brook-street, Gr 
Tur Exorm Luxatic Asya, which was condemned 
a few years ago by the Lunacy Commissioners, is to be greatly 


enlarged and improved, and will be used as a county asylum 
under the Lunacy Act. 
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THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND LIFE 
ASSURANCE OFFICES. 

THE BRITON MEDICAL AND GENERAL (AND NEW 

EQUITABLE) LIFE ASSOCIATION, 


THE annual meeting of this Company was held on the 30th 
ultimo, at the offices, 429, Strand. G. H. Barlow, M.D., occu- 
pied the chair, and opened the proceedings of the meeting by 
calling on the Secretary (Mr. John Messent) to read the adver- 
tisement convening the meeting, the minutes of the last meet- 
ing (which were confirmed), and the directors’ report (which 
will be foand in our advertising columns). 

The CuargMan then said,—TI rise to propose that the annual 
report and balance-sheet be received and adopted. After so 
eventful a year the directors feel a little anxiety in coming 
before you, seeing that they have a heavy account to render. 
I consider this has been the most eventful year in our history. 
Although we have in some degree assumed a new name. we 
are NOt a new association, but two old offices, not only amal- 
gamated, but so thoroughly united that there is no difference 
between us. The word “‘ amalgamation” hardly expresses the 
firmness of the union that has taken place between the 
“Briton” and the ‘‘New Equitable.” But although this 
union is 80 complete, it has not been done without some pains 
in adjusting and dovetailing it together. I am happy, however, 
to say the two systems of machinery have been so fitted to- 
gether that they work as smoothly as if they had been one 
office since their commencement. Still, I may repeat, this has 
involved an enormous amount of labour, which could not have 
been done without Mr. Messent, whose devotion to the work 
has been, to me, most surprising. (Loud cheers.) Well, then, 
as a necessary consequence of all these changes, we meet under 
anew roof, I think the necessity for a change in our place of 
business is shown by the present meeting. Had we been in 
our old offices, of course we should have been obliged to ad- 
journ to Exeter Hall, or some other public building, to receive 
our members, I hope you are satisfied with what you have 
heard with regard to our business, a very large measure of 
which has been received from members of the medical profes- 
sion, The namb proposals for assurance, the numter of 
assurances completed, and the total amount of income accruing 
from the new business, is not that of a new office, but is really 
the business of a first-class company. We have not greedily 
seized upon every proposal that has been presented tous, A 
considerable number have been declined, and a large number 
so surcharged as to prevent their completion ; still, gentlemen, 
we believe we have exercised a wise discretion, I know it isa 
question of extreme interest to what extent you can surcharge 
diseased lives. We have had increased experience on that 
point ; we have availed ourselves of all the statistics we could 
obtain, and have looked into the matter impartially, with a 
view to make it @ source of profit to the office. e do not 
wish, by arousing people’s apprehensions as to their vitality, 
to be unjust even for the good of the office, On the other 
hand, the experience of the medical advisers of all offices that 
have laid themselves out to insure diseased lives is on the side 
of caution. I could speak of two or three large offices that 
started with the idea that the profits would be exorbitant, but 
time has gone on and their expectations have not been realized. 
Some may think that we have been too cautious, others may 
think we have not; nevertheless, [ hope you will give us credit 
for having exercised a wise discretion. Another satisfactory 
feature is, that the a amount of our policies in £225. I 
think that is a very healthy average. I should like to see it a 
little higher, but not to a very large extent, because I believe 
we are safer in s ing our business over a area, 
claims average little more than our policies, amounting in the 
gross to £26,373. That isa large amount, but I'am happy to 
tell you it is considerably under the average provided by the 
tables. Another element in our prosperity is the economy 
with which our affairs are man We have every reason to 
believe that our expenses will be lower next year, many un- 
usual expenses having been incurred by the large ions of 
the Company during the past year. But after all these ex- 
penses we have, I am happy to say, & balance in our favour of 
£40,469, nearly 50 per cent. This isa of the success of 
our transactions. (Cheers.) Now you will say, “ What is likel 
- - done in (8637 Well, three-fourths of wt tenn 
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and bring you in more than £15,000, although I think it is a 
great triumph to have reached that amount. Although in our 
new title we have retained the word “ Briton,” we have in our 
principle of business incorporated the leading feature of the 
** New Equitable”—that is, its equity to all, and more - 
cially to the medical profession, whose claims to the considera- 
tion of insurance companies have been so long unjustly over- 
looked. (Cheers.) We have dropped the word *‘ new,” because 
now, happily, this is not altogether a new feature in insurance 
companies, the claims of the medical profession being now 
acknowledged, owing to the invaluable exertions of ‘the late 
Mr. Wakley, the founder of the New Equitable Cotpany. 
Although we can claim the idea, still the office which was 
amalgamated with the ‘‘ New Equitable” acted upon these prin- 
ciples, and we have continued to do so, and we do not intend 
to forsake our colours now that we have become, I trust, true, 
good old “Britons.” (Cheers and laughter.) It is also de- 
sirable we should act up to the “ Briton principles,” which 
are—just distribution of the profits to the shareliolder and 
policyholder, and also that valuable and novel feature of making 
the policy payable during the lifetime of the assured. I trast 
we have not in any way departed from those principles. You 
may naturally wonder why this meeting has been held later in 
the year than usual. I may state that it was caused by the 
enormous amount of buosiness we had to do, and its compli- 
cated nature in consequence of the amalgamation ; but I hope 
the business which has been done will prove a satisfactory 
excuse for its lateness. He concluded by moving the adoption 
of the report and balance-sheet. 

Mr. Wess (deputy chairman) in seconding the motion, re- 
marked upon the t success of the institution, and the 
valuable connexion it had formed amongst the medical profes- 
sion. He was quite sare their expenses would coiitintie to 
diminish, while their revenue would increase. 

The resolution was then put, and carried unanimously. 

The Chairman here vacated te chair, which was taken by 
Mr. Webb. 

Mr. Wezs then moved that the directors who retire by rota- 
tion, Dr. G. H. Barlow (Chairman), Mr. George Chapman, and 
Mr, Wilson Ancell, be re-elected. 

Professor Partripes thought he had some title to second 
this motion because of his long connexion with the New Equi- 
table. He was very glad the Briton had adopted the new 
name, as he liked something short and sharp, (Laughter.) He 
trusted if any other change was ever made it would be to call 
themselves the Great Britons, as they had obtained such com- 
modions premises and sach a large business. (Hear, hear.) 
Their offices were well situated in the centre of the town; with 
a good name, a chairman of very high character, and’ a hard- 
working board of directors, success, he thought, was certain to 
attend them. (Hear, hear.) 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

Mr, CHAPMAN, in returning thanks for the three, said that 
the directors might call themselves the foster-nurses of the 
societies, and they were proud to see the position to which they 
had attained. The directors would continue to use every ex- 
ertion to increase the health, strength, and prosperity of the 
Association. (Cheers. ) 

Mr. OLLIVER next moved a vote of thanks to, and the re- 
election of, the auditors: Mr. Henry Alcock and Mr. Jobn 
Brown on the part of the shareholde:s; Mr. William Brookes 
on the part of the policyholders; and Mr. C. R. Rowland on 
the part of the directors—that the sum of 150 guineas be 
awarded them for their past services. 

Mr. Jowgs seconded the motion, which was also carried 
unanimonasly. 

A dividend at the rate of 6 per cent. per annum, free of in- 
come tax, on the eubscribed capital of the company, payable on 
Thursday next, was then declared. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the bonus was being caleu- 
lated, and they anticipated it would be very favourable for 
shareholders and policyholders, 

In answer to Dr. Sturt, 

The Secretary explained that the rate of dividend was as- 
certained according to the profits derived. It might be more 
or less, In the New Equitable a fixed rate of 5 per cent. was 

id, yoy ag te of whether the profits were sufficient or not. 
Bat w that had been altered, and the rate might go up mach 
higher, to § or 10 per cent., or, in case of reverses, it could be 
reduced, The bonus was in addition to the dividend. 

Mr. Sxeisty had great pleasure in moving “that the best 
thanks of this meeting be tendered to the directors fér their 
services during the year.” (Cheers) He thought they 
must all feel convinced that the business had been particularly 
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well managed during the year. (Hear, hear.) He was only a 

icyholder, but after what he had heard he should be glad to 

a shareholder also, He hoped the Association would go 

= mene, and that this year they might not only do as 
, but better, than during the my (Cheers. ) 

Dr. Paurrey said it afforded him considerable pleasure to 
second the resolution. Asa large shareholder, he spoke with 
the test confidence, and was sure every policyholder must 
be perfectly delighted with what they had heard and seen. 
Their condition was most satisfactory in every respect. (Hear. ) 
The resolution having been carried with acclamation, 

Capt. HaMILron, in returning thanks on the part of the 
directors, said the directors appealed to the balance-sheet with 
the utmost confidence ; and he assured the meeting that it 
would be their pride, duty, and re to conduct the affairs 
of the Association with that zeal and ability which would con- 
sein? merit their warmest approbation and satisfaction. 

) 

Dr. RicHarps pro’ “That the thanks of the meeting 
are due and are hereby given to the town and provincial me- 
@ical officers and solicitors for their valuable services during 
the past year.” Their medical staff must be considered A 1. 
They were most eminent and trustworthy men. Their solicitors 
were much entitled to their thanks, for they tried all they could 
to keep them out of law; and when a lawyer said, “* Don’t 
to law,” he was an honest fellow. (Laughter.) In duty to 
eminent firm of Messrs. Bell, Steward, and Lloyd, he should 
in sd were as respectable and careful as any firm in London. 

ear. 

The Rev. Dr. Masor seconded the motion, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 

Mr. Luoyp, in returning thanks, considered it an honour to 
represent a Company which was conducted so prudently, 
honestly, uprightly, and energetically. (Hear.) 

The CHAIRMAN proposed, in highly eulogistic terms, a vote 
of thanks to their actuary, Arthur Scratchley, Esq., M.A., 
which was seconded by Mr. ALcock, and carried nem. con. 

Mr. A. ScRATCHLEY was very much obliged to the meetin 
for recognizing his services on this occasion, He had rende’ 
them conscientiously. He said ‘‘ conscientiously,” because any 
actuary who took upon himself to recommend so 


t an 
organic change as the union between two Companies which had 
proceeded separately for so many years, undertook a great re- 


sponsibility. When an amalgamation was ar pow between 
the New Equitable and the Briton he weighed very carefully 
the figures, conditions, and circumstances affecting each Society; 
and he saw that although amalgamations were not always neces- 
sarily attended with success, yet this seemed to be one that he 
could with all the authority of his ional experience re- 
commend his clients, the Briton, and his friends, the New 
Equitable, to adopt. (Hear.) He said amal tions were not 
always attended with success, it was well known that 
some a tions had taken place in London which had 
ended in disaster to the Company which was the centre of 
them. And the reason had been this—that it was very easy 
to conceive an amalgamation ; it was not difficult to induce 
shareholders to agree to it; but when all the preliminaries had 
been accomplished it rested with the board, and still more with 
the secretary, to see that those points were not neglected which 
would bring the amalgamation to a successful issue. It was 
because he that confidence in the wonderful energy, zeal, 
and ability of his friend, Mr. Messent, that he saw at once that 
the Briton was the best office to be the centre of the amalgama- 
tion. (Hear.) In going over the figures for calculating the 
liabilities and assets for the bonus, he found that three years 
ago they had an annual income of £22,000, and now it had 
reached £110,000. The balance of assets and liabilities io the 
year 1859 showed only £27,000 as the capital of the Association, 
---he of invested assets,—and now they were returned at 
£180,000. Although last year the office only assured 300 
policies more than in 1859, the amount assured was £150,000 
more. (Cheers. ) 

The CHarrman begged to eae that the thanks of the 
meeting be given to another officer of the Sosiety, to whom he 
might say, without the slightest reflection upon anyone, they 
owed more than to any other single individual—and that was 
to their secretary, Mr. Messent. (Cheers.) If they considered 
merely the amount of labour undertaken and carried out by 
Mr. Bessent, he should say they owed him much; but what 
should he say when he told them that that labour had been of 
the moet difficult and intricate kind, requiring constant atten- 
tion, constant exercise of judgment, and an unwearied vigi 
without which they might have got themselves into difficulties 
im many of the operations they had carried out? And what 





should he say when he told them that many of their —_ 
tions required great delicacy, not only to avoid giving , 
but to conciliate ; and all this had been carried out in the most 
perfect manner, without needless offence being given to any. 
one, and the confidence and favour of everyone won? (Cheers.) 
He felt quite at a loss to express his obligation to that gentle. 
man, speaking as a member of that Association. (Hear, hear.) 
He believed that the manner in which the two Societies had 
been cemented and dovetailed one into the other was really 
due to the cou and tact of Mr. Messent. (Cheers.) They 
might speak of themselves as the bricks and stones of the 
building, and of Mr, Messent as the cement which kept them 
+ yy econding, also spoke in the most laudatory 
r. Wess, in & ing, spoke in most 

terms of Mr, Messent’s services, 

Mr. Oxttver endorsed all that had been said by the Chair. 
man and ty-Chairman, 

The resolution having been carried amid A sie applause, 

Mr. Messent, in returning thanks, said that he could hardly 
find words adequate to express his thanks for the manner in 
which his name been mentioned, Dr. Barlow had said that 
it depended to a great extent upon the or upon the 
builder of an institution as to the dovetailing of the component 
parts of the structure ; but the skill of the builder would be 


dread was the meeting together of two bodies which 
different opinions, If they took the secretaries of two 

for instance, they would generally find that one would do one 
portion of the business one way, and the other another ; or if 
they took two boards, they would find one i on one 
point and lax on another, and vice versd. (Hear.) Bat since 
the tion of the New Equitable and Briton, he 

he might fairly say there had not been a single question 
might assume a complexion on which they should cast a shade 
of regret. (Hear. had been one of the chief reasons 
why success attended the amalgamation. The anti- 
cipations of last year had been more than realized, Some- 
body then talked of £20,000 new premiums; but when 


met last year they had to the compani i 
and everybody knew that 50,000 could not 
had, however, done £15,000, and meant to 
year. (Cheers.) If they continued as 
was no reason why they should not do 
the following year. (Cheers.) There was no limit to 
to which gah : - 
They had an agency in Hamburgh, where they had obtained 
200 policyholders, and were daily receiving fresh ones ; and in 
Buenos Ayres they had snap se 
ber of policyholders, They went on extending their branches 
all over the globe. He was very glad that the verdict passed 
by the meeting was in favonr of the transactions of the past 

ear. To have carried over nearly half of their receipts in the 
Res of an extraordinary expenditure and an ex year 
of depression was a wonderful thing to have accompli 
was a great fact of which they might justly be 
Mr. Messent then alluded to the services of 
St reheescot, been 

rk, i is appointment a 

new company; and in his they had appointed Mr. Beaman, 
who was for sume years chief clerk in the New Equitable. He 
could bear testimony to pee | and courtesy of Mr. Beaman, 
and to his endeavours on behalf of the Association, (Hear.) 
He could promise for himself that so long as he had health and 
strength so long would he be found at his post. (Cheers.) He 
sincerely those meetings would always be as satisfactory 
as they had been—that a day would never come when 
should have to of a diminished dividend or bonus, 
when a cloud might be thrown upon their happy annual gather- 
ings. (Cheers. ) 

On the motion of Mr. Wess, seconded by Mr. CHAPMAN, & 
vote os Comme en qosssiod Dy vincial superi 

istrict managers, agents, great energy, 
faceao” the interest of the Association 

t the country. 

Mr. Harris (provi perintendent), Mr. Laon a oar 
Ivey, Mr. Green, and Mr. Birks acknowledged the 

A hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman for presiding 
brought the meeting to a close, 


~ Bompay.—The health of the town and island of Bombay 
is much below par, Fever is very prevalent. The hot season 
has set in, and the citizens are escaping to the hill stations. 
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THE MEDICAL COUNCIL. 

Tue following is a copy of » resolution passed at a meeting 
of the Executive Committee of the Medical Council, held on 
be Ist instant :— 

‘‘ That, certificates having been produced to the Committee 
of the conviction of Evan at Liverpool, for perjury, 
and of the conviction of Robert Wrixon, at Reading, for forgery, 
the Registrar be directed to erase the names of those persons 

om the ‘ Medical Register,’” 











THE ADAMS DEFENCE FUND. 

Tae following are the names of the Members of the Com- 
mittee as at present constituted. A list of subscriptions will 
be published next week. 
iin 2 B., M.D., Hyde-park-place 


. M.D., Glasgow, 
Dean-street. 
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MEDICAL TRIALS. 
COURT OF EXCHEQUER, Arrm. 30, 


Sittings in Banco, before the Lonp Cuter Barow, Mr. 
Marti, Mr. Baron Bramweit, and Mr, Baron WILDE 


surgical i rendered or supplied by him to his patients. 
Provided always that it shall be lawful for any of Phy- 
sicians to pass a bye-law to the effect that no one of their fellows 
or members shall be entitled to sue in manner aforesaid in any 
court of law, and thereupon such bye-law may be pleaded in bar 
to any action for the aforesaid commenced by any fel- 
low or member of such College.” The College of Physicians 
have made a enya preventing any fellow of the College from 
suing under this section, but there is no restriction placed 
upon members simply. 

Mr, Serjeant Parry and Mr. H. T. Coxx, in ing cause 
— fn patie te sake ee > that 
persons ising the medical i i 
tered sosnndling to thee qualifications. The plaintiff ons dihy 

i of the ege of mp he 
Specially by 
Mr. Lusn, Q.C., and Mr. Dowpeswett, in su 
rule, contended that the statute was not an 


of the 


statute 
intended to confer upon a physician a right to sue; but, on 


Ay wt him a liability to register before 
at 1; but he was still obliged to taake a aper 
before he could maintain an action. The law 
to a pbysician’s right to recover his fees was in 
aah aieeen died ie en ee _ 
Act, ex must registered. 

contaads he bad no omety Itc tite The 
ight that he had not 


nips were unanimously of opinion that the plain- 
tiff was entitled to recover, and discharged the rule, 
Rule discharged accordingly. 
COURT OF EXCHEQUER, May 4 
CLAY v, ROBERTS, 
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Medical Hews. 


Royat Cotuser or Surerons or Enctann. — The 
following gentlemen, having undergone the necessary exami- 
nations for the diploma, were admitted Members of the College 
at a meeting of the Court of Examiners on the 5th inst. :— 


Armstrong, Joseph Foster, South Shields. 

Atherton, Ebenezer, Bingley, Yorkshire; Guy’s Hospital. 

Beeby, Walter Thomas, M.D. St, Andrews, Kilburn; Guy’s Hospital. 

Cape, Walter Henry, L.S.A., Buckinghom-street, Strand; Chari pape Seep. 

Chaffers, Edward, Enfield, near Accrington ; St. Thomas's H 

Clifton, George et a Cambridgeshire; Middlesex oupital, 

Colman, Walter, W TR Norfolk ; London Hospital, 

Davey, Francis ‘Albert, Bath; King’s College. 

Faweett, Francis Molineaux, Yarm, Yorkshire ; King’s College. 

Foster, John Bun an, Huntingdon ; University College. 

Grimbly, Owen, MDS St. Andrews and L.S.A., Banbury ; St. Thomas's Hosp. 

Mallam, — Parr, L.S.A., Oxford; Charing-cross Hospital. 

Mudge, Belling Harvey, Do Bod nin, Cornwall; St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
Thomas Cooke, Bristol. 

Parker, Benj. Whitehead, L. 8.A., Farington, Lancashire ; St, Thomas’s Hosp. 

Pearce, Francis Drake, L.S.A., Kingsbridge, Devon ; St. Bartholomew's Hosp. 

Pigott, Paynton, Great Wilbraham, Cambridgeshire ; St. George's Hospital. 

Shillitoe, Hitchin, Herts; Universit —. a 

Sinclair, *Dunean Francis, Halstead, Essex; University College. 

Williams, John Babington, Sydney-street, Brompton ; St. George’s Hospital. 


The following gentlemen were admitted on the 6th inst. :— 


Allkin, William John, Manchester ; Charing-cross Hospital. 
Andrew, James Lawton, Moseley, near Manchester. 
erton, Charles Edward, Abetystwith- -terrace, Islington ; London Hosp. 
Covey, Charles Edward, gstoke; St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 
Sate, John Bongay ; St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 


mes, Thomas, Limeric 
Fick James, 3 vena | London Hospital. 
, Blijah Bax ter, Derby ; ; Guy’s Hospital. 
Greaves, Charles Augustus, L.3.A., Derby; St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
Hilton, Caleb Samuel, M.D. St. p mend, and L.S.A., Preston, Lancashire; 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. 
ine Frederic Thomas, Askerne, near Doncaster ; Guy’s Hospital. 
Thomas, Whitehaven ; Guy’s Hospital. 
Kine Edwin Holborow Green, ‘Portsmouth ; King’s College. 
wert ion Dereham; Guy's Hospi tal, 





1, George H t, Narborough, near Leicester; St. Bartholomew's Hosp, 
Smith, Wilhamn, Sp fisby, Lincolnshire. 
Sateliff, Edward, Camberwell; St. Thomas's Hi 


Taylor, John William, M.D. St. Andrews and L: New Malton, Yorkshire, 
Trevan, Matthew, L.S.A., Padstow, Cornwall; St. ‘aden Hospital. 
Turner, Edwin, Dudiey, Worcestershire ; St. Bartholomew's Hospital. 

Ward, John, M.D. St. Andrews, Derbyshire. 
Way, John Palmer, L.8.A., Southsea, Hants; St. Thomas’s Hospital. 
Ww jcox, William, Cardigan, S. Wales ; St. t. Bartholomew's H. Hospital. 


At the same meeting of the Court, Dr. Thomas Alexander 
O'Flaherty, of H.M.S. Britannia, at Portland, his exa- 
mination for Naval surgeon. This gentleman ad previously 
been admitted a Member of the College, his diploma bearing 
date July 19th, 1859. 


The following gentlemen were admitted on the 23rd ult. :— 


Brown, Frederick Gordon, Finsbury-cireus. 
G Shee mag eg -street, 

Goold, Horatio Bate, Gosport. 

Horridge, Albert Cross, Cheltenham, 
Houseman, Edward Cooke, ar 
Folkeed, Bee; \g cae 

J Richard, Birm 

Kei , Jeremiah, lah, Tradlord, Yorkshire. 
Lucas, homas, ell, 

Mills, Neg linddecotield, 


Platt, Robert, Manchest 
Parvis, John Prior, Hlackiveath, 
John Rabert, 


Taylor, ethley. 
, George ree Bawa, Ww 
Farin Aiea ord, Bala 
wil Thomas Edward, Talgarth. 
Woolley, Starbuck, Cadunor. 

Aporaecariss’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen pusaed 
their examination in the Science and Practice of Medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the 30th ult. :— 

Frederick 
Brown, reer berg Girth rch, New E.C. 
Mason, Thomas Edward, Deal’ Kem f 
Morton, —. Lipsey Line 


Stubbs, Henry, Brieiy-hil. 
Wontiie, John Witiamy Ne New Malton, Yorkshire. ~ 


The following pat sed also on the same day passed his 
first examination :— 


Sanders, Thomas, University College, 












University or St. Awprews.—The following gent 











men, havin the necessary ——- were, on 
28th ult., admitted to the degree of Doctor of ts 
Batler, Alfred, London. 
Campbell, Hagh, London. 
Chavasee, Charles Alien, Smethwick. 





Hood, Pete ovo te Northwoods, near Bristol. 















as Francis, 
ate Walter Walker, Hamilton, 
Macintosh, Charles Hills, Torquay. 
Robinson, John Wadham, London. 
Taylor, George, Derby. 

The following gentlemen also passed the 
tions, and will receive the degree next year :— 

Smith, Josiah “ Tiverton. 
Walsh, James, BLN. 

Hosritat Cuancons. —By the lamented death of Mr 
H. C. Johnson, a vacancy was, of course, created in the su 
gical staff of St. George’s Hospital. This will be filled by 

romotion of Mr. Henry Lee, lately assistant-surgeon of 

ospital. The vacant assistant-surgeoncy from 

ation of Mr. Lee bas been the object of the competitic 

of three candidates. We believe, however, that Mr. B 

E, Brodhuret, senior assistant-surgeon of the Ort ie Hi 

ee will be the fortunate competitor. Mr. Brodburst is well 
nown a8 an accom: ed surgeon, and a man of high p 








ye 





























sional character. is contributions to the sargery of cathy 

losed joints are of value and y. 

is stated that the other candidates do not to go to th 

poll against him. The retirement of Dr. Latham, from Weng ,, M 


minster Hospital, to fill an important post at © 
creates a vacancy among the staff of Sia of aumetant physician, 1 
whigh Dr. Gibb is a candidate, and, we believe, with a 

chance of the success which his high "professional and 
merits deserve, 


Dr. B. Ww. _Ricwarpson has been elected a member 


the Society of America, held at Philad 
This is the fourth foreign Society that has now conferred i 
honorary degree on this distinguished physiologist and pb 


sician, 
Westminster Hosprrat eesenes, Scnoo.. 
DisrrisuTion oF PRizes.—On Monda er | 
— ribution of prizes to the students of the ‘Westminster B 
took place in the Board room of that institation, 
Pome © Weescnais tn'dhe cbehn supported by the Hon. ! 
Pleydell Bouverie, M.P. (treasurer), Mr. Grainger, F.R.8, 
the pepe te officers and a The Very Rev. Ci 
opened the ings with a few observations app 
gp som the pleasure he felt in preting 
such an interesting ceremony, and then < eli the sever 
i handsomely-bound books and surgical i: 
successful candidates, The 


prizes, consisting 
es. 
Anatomy and Chemi ~s Charles St, Aubyn Hawke 
eer medal, certificate, and Chadwi 
E. L. Pearse, medal, , and © 

carviiente, and Chadwick prize, £6; Mr. Albert L. Pe 
—Clinical Medicine and Surgery: Mr. George Mowat ani 
J. B. Oliver, certificate.— Midwifery : 


struments, to the various 
is a list of the prizem 
and Mr. George E. L. Pearse ; 
rize, £6.—Botany, Materia Medica, and Practical Chem 
Mr, George certificate 

, £4; one ue William Yates, certificate, —Anatomy, 

” Medicine, and Surgery: Mr. William ouiey 
medal and certificate. — Forensic Medicine and Midwifery 
Mr. William Gandy, medal, certificate, and Chadwick prize, 
Mr. William H. Kempster, =~ certificate, and —_ : § 
prize, £5, — Dental Mr, A, L.’ Peacock, prize 

Mr. J. B ‘ues, ata 
Chadwick’ Prize.—Mr. Frederic P. Edis, 


Gandy, second — Anatomy: Mr. 

Mr. William N. Symonds, certificate. — Physiology : Mr. Geor 
E. L. Pearse, ; Mr. George P. Bate, certificate. 

Mr. William y. prize; Mr. A 


—Chemistry: Mr, Bate, prize; Mr. 
cote. ~- Sina Medicine : Mir. F, P. ‘dain peime. 
ery. Mr. F. P. Edis, prize. — Dental beeen 
\ote> Hawken, prize, 
Prosector’s Prize. —Mr,. Brownlow North H 
Aubyn Hawken; Mr, G. E. L. Pearse; Mr. 

A vote of thanks to the Chairman tes tee 
Mr. Holt, and acknowledged by the Dean, the 
terminated. 

Tar Jomt Luxatic Asytum.—The Town 
Haverfordwest have passed a resolation, expressive of 
opposition to the lap the counties of C 
Cardigan, and Pembroke for pauper lunatics. 


 vouwe r 








AY 9, 1863, Tas Lawns, } 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


(May 9, 1863. 539 











Royat Cottece or Paysicians.—An address of con- 





ving gentls . ; : - 
tulation, on the marriage of their al Highnesses the 
fishes + cand rica of Wal, baa bo praeote, gs 
ome te aeen, graciously accepted ; on 
Vednesday, the 29th ult., Dr. Watson (President), Dr. Badd 
7 Senior Censor), Dr. Alderson (Treasurer), and Dr, Pitman 


Registrar), had the honour to tap address on the aus- 
icious event to the Prince of Wales at House, 
he which bore the corporate seal, were as follows :— 
‘* To the Queen's Most Excellent Majesty. 
“Most Gracious Sovereiga,—We, your Majesty’s most loyal 
nd dutiful subjects, the President and Fellows of the ne 
) of Physicians of London, crave permission to lay before 
our Majesty our humble but fervent congratulations on the 
marriage of their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of 













































ath of MriWales. 

in the sof “We hail their auspicious union, which has filled the land 
filled by th@rith rejoicing, as promising a renewal of the inestimable 
rgeon of lessing whi shin, nation, bao. leum aniened to. tea: bales 


amp e of your Majesty’s domestic life. 

‘We farther rejoice in it, through the hope and belief that 
your Majeaty it has already brought much joy and consola- 
on, and will remain a source of felicity. 

“ With thankfalness, therefore, and with trust, we pray that 
ivine Goodness may sup your Majesty under your heavy 
rials; may guard your Majesty's health, and largely increase 
he happiness of your Majesty and all your Royal Family.” 

‘* To His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, 
“May it please your Royal Highness,—The President and 


oer ellows of the Royal College of Physicians of London humbly 
with a goomett ardently desire to your Royal Highness on 
, our most icious i We firmly believe at no 


ausp’ MAFTIAge, 

jormer period of English history has the 
ation been so warmly anew pee Royal 
ur most gracious Queen, to . Hence 
he universal joy, the ba, ger yy ardour, with which the 
pation weleomed the arrival of the Princess whom fame had 
truly reported to be in every way worthy of your Koyal High- 
pess's choice. Therefore, in common with all her Majesty's 
ahjects, we rejoice in a union which promises all that could 

lesired for your Royal Highness and the Princess of Wales, as 
ell as for the best interests and future prospects of the realm, 
od we pay that Divine Providence may shower down its 
hoicest blessings on both your Royal Hi and grant 
oa uninterru health and happiness gh a long life, 
heered by devoted affection of a loyal and contented 
opie, 7 


eart of the whole 
as it now is to 


Royat Meptcat Beyevotent Cottees.—The income 
pf this College for the year 1862 was derived—From annual 
ubscriptions, £3114; from donations, £1006; dividends on 
ock, £168; school payments, £5052; total, £9340. The 
rdinary expenditure, £8568, 

Essex Hatt Asytom.—During last week a sent 
ourteen dozen bottles of excellent port wine to this asylum, in 
rier to express her satisfaction at the recovery of her nephew, 
hose health had been much benefited by the use of a small 
juantity of wine under medical direction. 
_Royat Sea-Barntye Ineinmary, Manoatr.—Exten- 
ve works are now being ied on to secure the premises 
om further encroachment of the sea, and the consequent 
pid falling of the cliff. This hospital is now open all the 
year round, and contains 250 beds, During the last year it 
had upwards of 700 patients, 


Trstimontat.—Dr. Alfred King, of Brighton, who has 
ust received a Government appointment which would remove 
- from a was, on + agg presented with an 
egant silver inkstand, bearing the following inscription :— 
‘Presented to Alfred King, Esq., M.B., M,R.O.S., as a mark 

if esteem and . from a few of his sincere friends, 

‘Brighton, April, 1863,” 

Tae Recent Accipents 1x ras Crrx.—A Pazrlia- 
mentary return just issued gives the number of persons injured 
luring the Roy ion and illuminations of the 7th and 
Oth of March. ft that, on the 7th, there were re- 
ported to the City —Accidents resulting in death, two ; 
Proken limbs, one; otherwise injured, one. On the 10th 


bere were seven accidents reported as resulting in death, 
Couneil '#bree resulting in broken limba, and five in other injuries, Of 
ive of thel#Rhe reoaras Gaal to the M i Sony theneatan only 


ne on the 7tb, slightly bruised ; on the 10th there were two 


VOLUME TIGHTLY BOUND 





cases of broken limbs, and one slight injury, This return is 
evidently incomplete. Our report upon the subject shows 
that the casualties were much more numerous and more severe. 


Divistsuep Deara-rate in tHE Arnmy.—From 1830 
to 1836 the annual death-rate among the oun the United 
Kingdom was 14 per 1000 ; in the years } it was reduced 
to 5. During the same peri the death-rate in the cavalry 
of the line was reduced from 15 to 6; in the royal artillery, 
from 15 to 7 ; in the foot guards, from 21 to 9 ; in the infantry 
of the line, from 17 to 8. A similar decrease isto be reported 
respecting the British troops in the Colonies. 

Tae Botantoat Garpens at Onxusna.—The Society 
of Apothecaries have resolved to make eyes. uate im- 
provements in the gardens at Chelsea, and arrapgements 
connected with them, so as to afford every facility to the 
student for the study of Botany. 


Brrast-prx Swattowep sy 4 Cnp.—In_ the 
Edinburgh Medical Journal, Thomas Annandale, Esgq., 
F.K.C.S.E., relates the case of a child, aged three years, 
who swallowed a breast-pin about two inches in length, which 
was voided pate ey eating the child having 
suffered no inconvenience, 

New Test ror Duasertic Svean.—M™M. Trousseau and 
Dumontpallier have been recently making some experiments 
with tincture of iodine as a test, This tincture, when added 
to urine which is agid, imparts a deep colour to the fluid, and 
if the urine in jaundice be treated by some drops of the tincture, 
be: green matter, termed biliverdine, is rendered very mani- 
‘est. 


Prevalence or SmMALL-Pox.—A meeting of the Vestry 

of the puke Marylebone was held on y at the 

hall, -road, to consider, among other matters, 

py of small-pox in that extensive parish. It was resolved 
at the Sanitary Committee be requested to communicate 

with the Board of Guardiaus with the view of adopting means 

for its prevention. 

Tus Royvat Cottece or Vetzrtvary Suncrors held 
their annual meeting in Red Lion-square on Monday last. The 
number of qualified practitioners throughout the kingdom is 
1018, while those who improperly assume the title amount to 
the large number of 1244. A special Committee was ap- 
pointed to seek legislative interference to protect the legitimate 
members, and also to secure immunities and exemptions from 
serving on juries, 

Pegipxevmonia 1x Carrie.—M. Lenglen, a veterinary 
surgeon, has communicate’ to the French Academy of Sciences 
the result of his method of insceiating te sartenesuewn Sie 
at have suffered 


Mortatity 1x Exotaxp.—In the ten years, 1851-60, 
the annual mortality in the districts comprising the chief towns 
; in the districts comprising small 

19°77; im all England, 2224 


Exrgaorpinary Apstinesce From Foop.—On the 
10th of April, a young woman, twenty-seven, named 
Martha Batten, was committed to Reading gaol, yey 
Berks, on a charge of vagrancy, She refused all 
claiioce San, We. 0 Engrs Wins wate TL 


Heatran or Lonpon pusine tHe W 
Sarurpay, May 2nxp.—In the week that ended last Saturday 
the deaths in London exhibited a considerable ; 


ford. 


, ie birth wore—boye, 1002; girls, 973, 
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MEDICAL VACANCIES, 


Derbyshire General Infirmary— Physician, vice Dr. Shore, resigned. 
Hants County Hos» ital—House-Su’ and Secretary. 
re County Lunatic at SF oe Superintendent. 
County Lunatic Asylum—Medical tide viee Dr. 
Williams, irmary and “pe 


St. George’s and St. cot Diaprnnary~Accoucheut and Surgeon, vice 
Dr. iI Devis and Me. W. Bird, recign 








MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


E, 8. Arzz, 184. es bee been inted Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 
for the High H Onn of the Penistone Union, Yorkshire, vice 
C. 0. Rowley, M.R.C.S.E., resigned. 

1 a 

Dr. W. T. Brawpe has been Hon. Profesor of Chemistry at the 

Institution of Great Britain for the ensuing 
1. Cm 72; has een eleted Surgeon to the Tower Hamlets Dispensary, 


J. Epw. MRCS E., has been been re-elected Medical Officer and Public Vac- 
the East Bampton District of the Tiverton Union, Devon. 

J. Famwun, M-RCS.B. has been elected Medical Officer and Public Vaccinator 

for the Cottesford vice 


has been poo Soy Assistant-S 
. Spencer Smith, F.R.C.8.E., 


tution 
G. G. Gascoren, gag 
a Hospital, vice 


one of 
8. Grawonm, Brkt RLF ES. hao bien Gatind Meet Cur Oe Be Wen 
and Fever Meopies of ie Castleblayney Union, Co. 


Monaghan, vice W. Nassau Irwin, L.RC.P., 
J. Gramam, M.D, has been elected 8 Member of the Royal Institution of 


CSC 


MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
A. M. Apams, jun., L.R.C.P.Ed., Assist.-Surg. 2nd Royal Lanarkshire Militia, 
has been oted vice 


appointed Staff Assist.- 


We une has been 


D., C.B., 
Te a cr 

the Tower Hamlets Royal Volunteers. 
A.T. Cansaer, MRCAR. Aesiet-2 . 14th Foot, has been appointed Staff 


= ee fo the 70th Foot. 
J. W, Cuanoens, MD. ane Mecitabe vice 3.88 nag Nose pomeetes to Doty 


8. Prendergast, M.D., retired upon 
sweet macas, The 


h 

D. A.C. Paani, M.D Amit 76th ‘Foot, has been promoted to Staff 

J. Guancax, MCR.CS.E, has been appointed Assat-Sargeon tothe Ist Derby 

P. A. P. Hares, MD» » Acting Assist-Surg. R.N. Jan. 19th, 1863, has been ap- 

I.G.1 MD, C. “Major 64th Foot, has been promoted to 

w.J ect iver 1a oan tal ce Beta vb a + Mh 

Mackie, appointed to the 7th Foot. yutw 

ap- 


P. B. Kzarwey, L.B.C.S.Ed., Assist.-Surg. lst West India 
ted to the 


the Brigade Staff, 


of Assist.-Surg. 
1. Krmamax, MICS, has been appointed Ansist-Surg. to the Ist West 
a! \ hee sma ¢ ‘Assist.-Sur 
g- 


D. Macxrs, M.D., Staff Assist.Surg. Army, has been 
at dakag by ——— 4 
C. W. Manraiorr, M.R. has tla aed Ss 
of Warwickshire vice W! 
“Se ee ae eee 
Nea ith ~Surg. Madras from doing 
ay with the Sach Satis Infant tothe ist Nase foun. 


been promoted to 
ms ie Par sated to tha With Pose - 
. June Deu teGn hae bain aggetntel to 


F. hh R.N. May 26th, 1848, has been appointed to the 
“ lnmprognable” Training Ship at Devonport.” 


H. Keuects, MRD, Assist, Sure, + hee Ra SS 
as Surgeon to Futtehgunge, during the 


J. Meurer, HRC 


ist Surg. 
ny, M.R.C.S.E., has been 
J, Parker 
Volunteers, 
J. L. Powzs, “je: Army, has been 
vice to the 


97th 
J. 8. Pauwprreast, M.D. 


T. C, Paw 
nfan' 


Ww. 4, Waren, LD. Staff Assist.-Surgeon Army, has been promoted to Staff 
Surgeon, vice Dick, promoted. . 








Rirths, Marriages, amd Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 
On the Stet of Jen, ot Hobart Town, the wife of H. Scott, Staff Assist.-Sarg., 


On the 27th of Feb, ciment oso, wife of Wellington Poole, M.R.CS.E, 


MARRIAGES, 
Parish Church, , Sussex, John Hilditeh, 
to Sarah Elizabeth, daughter of Frederick 
"Michael Foster, jun. M.D., of Hant- 
second daughter of Cyrus RB. Edmonds, 
Hoe, F Pentetek Wh Ntsherbert Jay, L.B.C.P., of Pulham, 
zariah Waters, Esq., of Hoe, Bast 


Hh 
Hts 


Pi 


Nail 
a 


° & 8 
= 
i 
fi 


F 


p 


DEATHS. 
et me Steet eit ee 
M.D. 
at New Y Waiter D. Wheeler, M.R.C.S.E., late of Clifton, 
ult., Samuel Sharman Brame, M.R.C.S.E., of Lowestoft, Suffolk, 
ane Thos, Barker Smart, M.D., late of Hutton 


boar the "Golden Feee 


g 


i 

3 
V4 
a3 


i 


4 
af 


Fe 
if 


ult,, on a wn by oy Dr. John 


of Dublin, aged 


 eettiyane 
“Fore 
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Morice! Diary of the Wee. 


Hosprtat, Dean-street, Soho.—Clinical De- 
and Operations, 1 P.x. 
Sr. you Fistuca a¥D OTHER 
Diseases ov tHe Ructum.—Operations, 1} P.m. 
Msrsorouitas Operations, 
\ dem. 


(Guy's Hosrrrat.—Operations, 14 P.u. 
Wausruissrse Hosritat.—Operations, 2 P.x. 
Roa. Iwsrrrvtion.—3 vu. Prof. Tyndall, “On 





MONDAY, May 11 ....... 


TUESDAY, Mar 12......4 


amp Curevecicat Socrery oF 
senses. P.M. = ioe Heale, “On 
Dickinson, “On a Fastus without “Heart or 





l Pm. 
a Contzes Hosrrrau. — Operations, 
P.M. 


(St. Groner’s ——y a, UE 
Cuwrrat ad OruTHaLuic - 
Operations, 1 r.u. 
Lowpor Hosrrtat.—Operations, 1} P.m. 
Rorat Fass Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} P.™. 
Great Noatusun Hosrrrat, Kiwe’s Caoss,— 


Mrppizszx Hosrrrat. 
WEDNESDAY, Max 13 fe Masny’s Hosrrtat.—Operations, 


THUBSDAY, Mar 14 ...4 


Borat Osrsorapic HosrrtaL. — 

?.M, 
Rorat Iwstrrvrion, — 3 r.u. Professor Ansted, 
. “On Geology.” 





. =. Oruruaturc Hosrrtat. — Opera- 
tions, 1) P.x. 
FRIDAY, Max 15 jae .— 8 pm. Dr. Odling, “On 
the Molecule of Water.” 
. Taomas’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, | P.«. 
Sr. Bazruotomaw’s Hosritat.—Uperations, 1} 


P.M. 
Cuaneup-oeeun Hosrrtat.—Operations, I bag 
P.M. 
Rorat Iwsrrrerion. — 3 v.u. Prof. Max Miller, 
“On Language.” 
Mersocrourtas Association or Muprca Orri- 
curs or Heaitu.—7} Px. 


Go Correspondents. 


Toe Apaws Dererce Foro: Ms. Prorsrt’s Curgve. 

At the moment of going to press, we received a cheque from Mr. Propert 
for the suim of £10 10s., being his contribution towards the Fund for 
payment of the expenses of Mr. Adams, It is equally difficult to make 
any comment upon, or to pass over without comment, this marvellous con- 
ception of Mr. Propert of the amount of compensation which can possibly 
set him right in his conscience or in the estimation of the profession. The 
stated loss of Mr. Adams for his expenses, and temporarily in his profes- 
sional income, is £1300. Mr. Propert is mainly, if not solely, responsible 
for this enormous injury. He has plainly avowed that his conduct has been 
without reason or foundation in fact. The time has long gone past when 
he could make any other satisfactory reparation than by attempting to 
diminish this material loss. His apology was made by his arbitrators, who 
soon found that he had no case. His present offering is paltry and con- 
temptible. 

Over Three Years’ Subscriber.—1. He can practise medicine; keep an open 
surgery, for which he need not procure a licence.—Answers to the other 
questions will be found in Beasley's Formulary. 

J. W.—The assertion is absurd. The result of the case would in no way have 
been influenced by an earlier delivery. The “slander” is disgraceful to its 


SATURDAY, Mar 16 ... 








originator. 
C. E. @.—The new Pharmacopaia wil! not be published before October. 


Tas GaLactoscors. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 
Stx,—The “ galactoscope” is useful as one of the instraments neces- 
to test the or of mailk bat, oe, it vil lead one 
ints eoeen, or of aaah ontehen drawn 
from diseased cows, there cannot be a question. recent 
my firm belief is that it is as bad now as it was when I represented its abomi- 


nations some since, Your 
Piceadilly, diay, 1963. H. Hopsow Ruee, M.B.CS. 





Notes and Queries.—The writer of a paragraph in this work, with respect to 


the assumption of titles by practitioners of medicine, would appear to have 
awakened from a sleep as long as that of “ Rip Van Winkle.” Had he been 
awake during the last five-and-twenty years, it must have come to his 
knowledge that thousands of gentlemen whom he designates “genera! 
practitioners” have obtained degrees in Medicine or diplomas from some 
College of Physicians, one of which entitles them by law, and the other by 
courtesy, to style themselves “ Doctors.” The attack of the writer, there- 
fore, upon gentlemen in general practice, so qualified, is impertinent and 
unjust. He is quite right, however, in stating that “we are approaching a 
state of inextricable confusion” on the subject. This has arisen from the 
absurdity of the laws which pretend to govern the medical profession, and 
from the miserable jealousies of the various corporations. These bodies, in 


general requiremen: 
confusion” can be averted by the establishment of the one-faculty system. 
“To this complexion must we come at last,” and then a title may confer 
honour; but so long as we have doctors of medicine keeping open shops 
and retailing drugs in opposition to the mere trader, and, on the other 





Mr. Rana, of Birmingham, will see that his request has been complied with 
in the present number of Tax Lancet. 


T. H. W.—The office is in every respect worthy of support. 


Tas Aswy Mepreat Derastwert axp tts Suam Wannanr. 





pa 
ital 
ie 

Het | 


y Et 
RE 
Fi 
; 





542 Tue Lanosr,) 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


[May 9, 1863, 








Dr. Lockie (Carlisle) appears to have just grounds of complaint at the man- 
ner in which his application was treated. Of course no blame can be 
attached to, or any objection made against, Dr. Elliott, a gentleman de- 
servedly of high reputation in his profession. The question between Dr. 
Loekie and the Committee of Management involves a great public prin- 
ciple, and we think that it is his manifest duty to to bring the circum- 
stances before a General Board of Governors of the dispensary. Discus- 
sion upon the matter cannot fail to be of advantage to others who may be 
placed in circumstances similar to those of our correspondent. 

Mr. A. G. Osborn.—Yes, he can recover, according to the judgment of Chief 
Justice Earle. 


J. L,—It is not our custom to insert communications from patients, 


Sourn Srarrorepsnies Hosrirat. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


my te, Ye ir ee een meena tet 
— ton atooed address you for the purpose fo 
tlemanly and unbusiness-like conduct of the Board of Directors 
candidates for the physicianship to that 
, I wish to caution 


i 
" 
(iets 


i 





t 
i 
! 


SEEF 
: 
+ 


agreement, without the one side paying the salary for the year, or the 
other forfeiting it. 

Alpha.—If the daughter were over twenty-one, he could have no legal claim 
upon her father for payment, unless there were a specific promise to pay. 


Tux Meprcat Prorssston awp Lire Assvrancs Orvicus. 
To the Raitor of Tax Lancer. 
Cann Sow Gage vinne 5 wag: by 
London, me to answer 
oa to assure his life in that 


M.D., (Edinburgh.)—He can recover for medical and surgical attendance. 
but it is not quite clear that he can obtain payment for medicine supplic: 
in a medical case. 

Quaesitor should refer the question to the lecturers of his school ; or if he will 
send us his name and address, the list shall be forwarded. 

An Old Subscriber.—He could, we think, recover the fee of one guinea. 

Mr. R. Bale.—By custom ; probably by law. 

Medicus, a Subscriber, inquires what are the qualifications of Mr. Halket, 15, 
Warren-street, Camden-town, who appends to his name M.B., M.P.M.C.? 
Kappa.—Not necessarily; but much would depend on the professors in one 

case. 

Tux Ecrroric Terarwent oF Vari0Ls. 
To the Editor of Tue Laycrr. 

Sra,—Until the Ist instant I fully believed I was the ori or of the 
caoutchoue * Gen cugvetesiben With Wer Bamet on thas ay ke adnan 
me that he had thought of the same treatment, and was on ‘ 
oF ee at it to him; and had told me 
not have to Tax Lawczt, stating I had made the 

the solution of india-rubber, because | 

eC De ee] “misled” as he was. 
— ~ I had unintentionally committed 
ry can be claimed and published 
. Twas not aware of this 
I wrote because was % 


he 
ents in 
that fact, T should 
on. 





t, 
Srantey Haywes. 


Dr. Robert Fowler—We cannot reopen the controversy. Dr. Fowler, we 

think, may rest perfectly satisfied with the result of the arbitration. 
An Assistant.—If the patient was on the “master's” books, the “ master” was 
entitled to the fees. 
Mr. P. Horrocks shall receive a private note. 
Father Tom.—Such publications are infamous; but there is no “ ready 
method” of preventing them. 
Forensic.—1. A case is upon record in which a servant girl poisoned herself 
by eating off the tops of a thousand lucifer matches.—2. The leaves of the 
yew are poisonous to many animals. 
Constant Reader (London) will find a good deal of information on the subject 
to which he allades in Dr. Copland’s “ Dietionary of Practical Medicine.” 
An Old Subscriber, but a Junior Partner —We will make inquiries on the 
subject. 

Tas Kewt Luwatte Asyticm. 
To the Bditor of Tas Lancet. 

8) panera tee “Medical News” in 

stated that e Kent Lunatic Asylum 


*,* The statement was derived from the Maidstone Journal.—Ep. L. 


Commeuntoatiows, Lurrers, &c., have been received from—Dr, Chambers ; 
Dr, Forbes Winslow; Dr. Tilt; Mr. Hird; Dr. Hall; Mr. Henry Lee; Mr. 
J. Martin; Mr. F. J. Wilsor ; Mr. Arnold; Dr. Corner; Mr. J. Jackson, 
Great Usworth; Dr. R. Fowler; Mr. Barker, Stroud, (with enclostre;) 


Mr. Sutton, Timberland; Mr. Jay, Pulham; Mr. Accrington ; 
Mr. Condy, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Green, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Walley; 
Mr. Marston, Hull; Mr. Ellis, Haxey; Mr. Roden, (with enclosure;) Mr. 
A. H. Churchill; Dr. Robbs, Stamford; Mr. Salterthwaite, Lancaster; 
Mr. Kent, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Dalton, Cardiff; Dr. Day; Mr. T. Probyn, 
Luton, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Lownds, (with enclosure ;) Mr. A. Bennie, 
Lympstone, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Prosser, Bromsgrove, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. H. W. Williams; Mr. Collier, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Jones, Brackley; 
Mr. Robinson; Dr, Allen; Mr. 8. Haynes ; Mr. Hooper ; Mr. Ellis, Willing- 
ham; Mr. Elliott; Dr. Durrant; Mr. Chitty; Mr. Medd, Stockport, (with 


sure;) Mr. Langdon, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr. Whittle, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Barton, 


(with enclosure ;) J. L.; ©. H.0.; Sach is Life; J. W.; ha; T. H.W.; 
X. Y. Z, (with enclosure;) M. A. B.; Kappa; C. G, enclosure ;) 
C. E. G.; G. B.; Medical Council; Father Tom ; An Interested Reader 





Quesitor ; Swisam, Progrediendo et Recte ; G. H., (with enclosure;) &e. 


‘eo o-e 





